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In the name of Allah, the Conipastianatt. the Siettifid. 



INTRODUCTION 

Praise he to Allah, the One, and peace and blessings 
an Hit Messenger and Servant. 

This slim volume is neither meant to demonstrate sound- 
ness of any particular creed, system of belief or school of 
thought nor is this a polemical or tcholastkal effert lo refute 
the beliefs of any sect. This work may prove disippointini 
to those who go through H with a view 10 finding such molten 
discussed in It There are innumerable works on the subject, 
specially in languages spoken by the Muslims, such as Arabic 
Persian and Urdu ; so large is their number that ft is not 
possible to touch upon them even briefly. 

This work seeks to present nn sketch of the earliest. 
Ideal era of Islam ; the period of the holy Prophet and his 
companions : the new mode of thought and feelings Islam had 
produced ; all of which was the result of the last Prophet's 
teachings and guidance- It shows how the guidance provided 
by the Prophet of Islam differed and overpassed the endea- 
vours of all the previous reformers and foundcis of religions. 
The first Islamic society that came into existence solely through 
the efforts of the holy Prophet has bcrn presented in the 
light of verifiable facts of history. The book also bring* out 
the divine scheme for the protection of the Qurn'n against every 
form of corruption, since il was destined io remain the last 
revelation from God for the guidance of humanity. It also 
highlights the basic difference in the policy pursued by the 
turbrager* of revolution and founders of empires for perpetu- 
ation of dynastic rule, on the one hand, and the prophetic system 
and disposition, on the other, essential for bringing man lo the 
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threshold or God. This distinction ii alto illmiruud by the 
behaviour character and morals or the Prophet's household. 
The matters dlscutted in this connection bring into relief the 
need as well us imparlance oF the Prophet himself being the 
ultimate authority in every matter pertaining to creed and taw 
from the inception of prophetic mivsion to the end of time — 
the essentiality of the docirire of finality of Prophethood. 

This doctrine upheld through consensus of the Ahl-i-Sunnat 
wal-Jama'ai, uniform ally and continuously and the way It has 
been perceptible throughout the life-time of the Prophet and 
in subsequent ages has been set side by tide wi h the beliefs 
and deeds of the -Ashon kci of the Shi'itcs (from its fust 

protagonists to -Allfima Khomeini) as presented in the authentic 
works of their eminent theologians. It has been left to the 

discretion — common sense- prudence and better judgment 

of the readers to form their own opinion as to which of the 
two porlroyals is upheld by the Qur'an as well as accepted by 
the historians, Muslims and non-Muslims. It has been left 
to the judgment of the readers to decide which of the two 
presentations of Islam befits a Prophet who Was undoubtedly 
the most successful Apostle of God and the greatest guide and 
reformer World has ever seen. They can decide which of the 
two versions In consistent with Ibc claim or a religion to show 
the path of godliness and virtue to all races and nations in 
every time and clime, to make man loving and kind-hearted 
and self- sacrificing, and to raise him to the highest reachts 
of humaneness from the level of animnliiy. 



Lucknow S, Abol llaiaa All Nailtri 

19tbSafar, 1405/Ulh November, 1984. 



h Ike name of Allah, the Compassionate, Iht Merciful 



Islam and the Earliest Muslims 

TWO CONTRADICTORY PORTRAITS 

Prerequisites far Universal Faith 

There arc four prerequisite* for a relifion claiming lo 
be universal, eternal and true, the only saving principle, the 
only sound creed and the sole path or vinue; inviting man 
lo open the gales of a new and lasting revolution Tor his own 
good, on the individual as well as social plane ; and presenting 
itself as a revelation from on High. These postulates are 
clearly pointed out by human dispositions and intellect, history 
of religions, insight into psychological faotors governing 
the rise and fall o nations and races and the end-result of 
well-known revolutionary endeavours undertaken anywhere 
over the ages. 

Miraculous Guidance 

The first condition in that the prophet giving the call 
of such a religion should be able to transform those coming 
into contact with him as ir they were reborn with a completely 
Dew outlook, thoughts and values : this revolutionary change 
should have also been brought about without any means or 
the methods employed by other wise-heads, or social organi- 
sations. He should be dependent neither on fine arts, nor 
literature, nor oratory, nor poetics, nor philosophic discourses, 
nor yet lake recourse lo rewards of position and prestige. 
The guidance and training provided by such a prophet, who 
is more often unlearned and unlettered, should be different 
in the influence exerted and the change brought about by all 
others to a marked degree— leaving no doubt that the two 
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are buicnlly different in their origination and consummation. 
The change in the character and morals resulting from soch 
,. prophetic guidance should be indicative of the Divine Will 
aod succour, which could not be attributed 10 anything; save 
lo a light vouchsafed to the prophet or the blessing of his sacred 
companionihip. For those who are guided by a prophet come 
to paisest a living awareness or God. sincerity of purposes, 
humility and submission, selfletsnesa. devotion, least regard for 
anything worldly, anxiety for salvation. selfanaryiis and 

sieodrattnesa the qua! it lea which are conspicuous by their 

absence in the men trained and guided by all other masler- 
minds like great philnsopheri. pedagogues, thinken and 
Intellectuals. 

The miraculous and revoluiionary guidance provnJerJ 
by prophets of God has been vividly described in this verso 
of the Our 'an : 

"He it is who has sent forth among the unlettered ones 
o messenger Trum among them. U rrcile His verses to them, 
to purify them, and 10 teach 'hem the Book and ibe 
Wisdom, though before that they were in error manifest." 1 
At another place the sacred Scripture rends | 

"But God has endeared to you belief, decking it fair 
in your beans, and He has made detestable lo you unbelief, 
wrong-doing and disobedience."' 
Yet another verse of the Qur'ln announces : 

"Allah aeot down Hn tranquillity upon His messenger 
and the brUevers, and mude the word rf piety binding 00 
them, for they were most worthy and desetving of it" 1 

Success tf Pro-belie Guidance : 

Such a prophet should be able to bring about a 



I. Q. « i » 

1. Q. 4* i 1 Fat a detailed disea.doo of Qur'anfc tcrsas prutira the 
c.i... i or In* 'i i — AtU-i-Bwmll. Vol. 1, pp. IMI bv 
Mdhiiipul-Mwlt. 
1. q. e* : K 
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marvellom change in the manner and morab of a Urge 
Dumber of his comrade*. He should be able lo produce men 
with arifelic qualities, each one of whom should be capable of 
convening an entire nation or country lo his faith through hit 
strength of character and virtuous behaviour. The Prophet 
ihould be able (O transform the life of hit people in such large 
number) thai on ideal society ahould come into existence within 
hit own life-time since the prophet who fails to actum pi oh 
tail feat can hardly be eiprctcd lo Lay a claim that hb 
successors would change the world or bring their contemporaria 
to inculcate > living awareness of God on a scale wider than 
the prophet had himself achieved. 

Prophets and Political Strategists. 

Any one cent by Cod far giving a call for such a 
religion ihould boar no retemblance in ha character and 
morab. procedure and behaviour patterns as well aa hii ends 
and obfrctives with political leader*, conquerors and founders 
of empires. The methods applied by him in pursuance of his 
objectives should rather be contrary to tbe ways adopted by 
all other wot Idly-minded persons whose ultimate aim b to 
i. I'll .■. a dynastic rule. The history of Roman. Brrantinc, 
Sauauid. Kiyani. Suryavanslii, Chandra vansht and similar 
other dynaslia is a witness to the fact ihat the family of 
an empire builder it passed oa the ictus of government and 
if. for any reason, that b siot possible, the clan, tribe or 
family of the victor cooes to occupy a poiitioa of prosperity 
and privilege which is enjayed by it for several neoeralions. 
Their esploits are like the hill of a lion providing, (east (o 
other animals of the jungle. Oob srould have hardly bchevod 
■he stories of wanton enjoyment and festivity or the Romas 
and Persian emperora if these hai not been recorded by 
reliable historians. 1 The grandeur of their palates and the 



1. A Chit >Un tea. ' Wrtri ttss wUn, Tun. UM (out. by FnsT. 
Muhammad Iqbal. bsw ''-^ 
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golden carpets' they contained as well ■■ the ostentations living 
of the Indian rulers furnish an eumple of ibcii lusurloui way 
of life. 

Ai against Ihe kings and emperors, a messenger of God 
ocvct builds an empire nor does he do anything 10 cniure a 
life or taw and prosperity for hi* progeny, nor ye! he MM 
hb family wilh any e» elusive righc or privilege lo be exer- 
cised by them by virtue of (heir relationship in him. Rather, 
hii way ii entirely different | he requires hii family mem ben 
lo bad a life of hardthip. austerity and selfsacidke and ibey 
have lo depend after bim on their own capabilities and 
r-' They are never allowed by a prophet to become 

social pirasim like monks and prieiu. 1 

Pure and Simple Scripture 

The third estential feature it thai the scripture revealed 
lo such a prophet is tlie bullwork of his religioo, fDuniainhcad 
of his teachings, a means lo bring man closer to God, n 
lighthouse of true spiriiualily and, finally, d guidebook of hii 
creed ; it teach « nothing else than absolute and uncompromising 
monotheism. Il has u> retain thdrf cliaractcritlici to the end of 
tunc. God takes the responsibility of protecting it ftom every 
corruption. It remains enilrely unchanged, understood and 
recited by the people in lar^e numbers and alio treasured in 
human memory through Divine dispensation unlike any other 
book. All this is made possible since it has to be presented as 
the Ust revelation to the coming generations for their salratron. 
The annals of the Old and the New Teslamenis and other 
religious scriptures record the events leading lo the destruc- 
tion or tbese sscred writing* sometimes by the Invaders and 
enemies and often through interpolations by iheir own over- 
religious followers. 1 Soose of these writings were eien lost 



I. See 'Abdul Hiltm Ifcsrar. I"**!** Mm, Vol I, p »»- TlriM TaVi. 
1 Ikuili given . ■ r-!. . . 

' Sr» Tim* V...J-: -j-..! by Prof. 'All and U* author*! 

blame Cw «/ rmM*ifc>*i pp ITI-Hl 
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for ever by ibe heeJIesiiK-i . of iheit insincere and selfish 
trustee*. The reason For it was thai safekeeping, of Ihes* 
icripturei was ealruiIDd lo ibe r : I . > •■ - . alone who were 
hidden lo ohttrte it and thtrrmio were they Hiiitean 1 The 
responsibility of protecting the holy Qur'aa against every 
alteration and interpolation was assumed by Cod fur He 
lays : Lo : We. tttn We. retealid the Reminder, and Lo I We 
trllf are in Guardian. 1 

t onal or Guidance. 

The fourth characteristic it that auch a prophet should 
be the *ole leader and guide aod cynosure for ha followers, 
luit as Ibe Creator of the universe it to be accepted as (he 
Only Lord and Master, the followers of such a prophet have 
(o be unanimous id their obedience, love and regard for the 
unique personality of the prophet whom they should hold as 
(he wisest of the wise, the last of the prophets and prince of 
all human beings They ought lo disdain to regard anybody 
cUc. howsoever near and dear be may be 10 tbe prophet as 
impeccable, worthy of (heir unquestioning obedience of 
recipient of revelation. In reality, (he solidarity of ha followers, 
protection acaiost multiplicity of cmili and divisive forces 
and the guaranlce of (heir own inbeetcnt spiritual strength 
lie in ihcir acceptance of the principle of finality of prophet- 
hood? 

Now «e shall discuss each of these four requirements 
for an abiding religion in order to esaminc each issue objec- 
tively In the light of observations of Muslim as well as non- 
Muslim Ihinicrs and writers and Ihc record of events preser- 
ved by history. 



L Q. J ; ii. 
1 Q. IS : V. 

Sm Chn: VUI-" .tf-fc— the ISSf ft-^Wi" nf lb> atilBol's 

MuUf Conetpt of PwMW, (Lucknoa 1»T6). Tbs crard of 
tinimUt b>IJ bf <bm ■«« will b* dlwumu Isur on. 
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Miraenluas m-mlding of Heart*. 

Every messenger of God hid guided and trained ■ band 
of virtuous men who had gaven ■ dcw hue of life to our wortil 
by making ihc existence of man more meaningful. Among 
the aeenmplithmenti of these prophet* thai of ihe holy 
prophet Muhammad (on whom be peacr) Hindi out at ihe mot! 
luminous and turpauing all Olhcis, Ifis achievements in ihii 
record, preserved by hnionans in much gicaier detail, show 
that his success was noi only mote (ban ■ match for earlier 
prophets but thai he bad to Mart hit work in circumstance* 
more adserse lb an anybody else. He undertook the talk of 
character building among a people who were ai profligate oi 
beam and rarsed ihem morally to n standard never achieved 
by any propfcot Thus, beginning hi* work from the lowest 
he look it la ihe bighrH lesek 

The Sam! thiol ac. tareilh ><■ Crystal ■«<«)■[. 

Every man guided by Ihe holy Prophet wa* a shadow 
of the divine perfection, of » horn the entire humanity can 
fusil) be proud of We do not (lad men with limilar ele- 
gance and lublime character »*»e among the a pot lies of God. 
Their unflinching faith, depth of knonlcdje umillied heart, 
iimpliciry. lelf-abnegation, clemency, pious disposition, kind- 
ness to others- courage and valour, devotion 10 God and 
eagerness to lay down their life for Him. their vigils by 
night and engagements by day. inddT.'ieoce to the world and 
all il contains, ptohily and caodidneu and their direction and 
management were unprecedented in world history. Everyone 
of them would have been taken a* a legendary figure ir veri- 
fiable records of history had not preserved iheir eairanrm- 
■ary achievement*. 

The companion* of ihe holy Prophet were a doss by 
themselves; a group of men who had absorbed, through pro- 
phetic guidance, the highest qualities of head and heart ever 
atpiied by man lobal. the poel or the Eat!, has made ao 
immortal *erui of iheie acme of perfection which can be 
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rephrased at under ; 

Child of earth and light, mature with divine mitt, 
I'.. heart ii ... ! H 10 both the worlds, this 
and that. 

Or hopei, be has Hitlc, but lofty in aim*. 
Winsome in his way*, hit glance is ture to aiiract 
Courteous in ipeech, irresistible in eiftin. 
Whether it - * war or peace, he ii pious, putt of 
heart. 

His ways are strange, his exploits unsurpassed, 
March ahead was bit call 10 the times past. 
Inspiring to the upward-looking, cup-bearer to the 
chaste. 

Ilii liquor Is unlaebriate, truth it his tword. 
Now we thai) present tome historical evidence 10 thow 
that the holy Prophet's companions really deserved ihc above 
eulogy. 

Caliph Ali's Tntiioaony: 

We begin with two statements of Caliph 'AH whose 
testimony is based no his personal knowledge. He it repor- 
ted to have mode these observations alter moil of his com- 
rades had already reached their journey's end. His aliena- 
tion does not relate to his four confidants (Salman FSni Abu 
Dan Ghiflri. Miqdad b. Aiwad and -Ammar b. Vasir) who 
were alive when he was elected Caliph* but to all the 
departed companions i>f the Prophet. These extracts have been 
taken from the Nahjfl Bamgha. an anthenlic compilation of 
Ml sermons, letters, orders and sayings. It was compiled by 
the nnled Shi'ilc poet and man af Irtiets, As-Sharif ur-Ru^i 
(159-404 .970-1011) and has been regarded highly ever since it 
came lu be written Another eminent Shi'itc scholar Ibn Abl'l 
lladid (JB6-6JJ/1I90-I257) has written a detailed commenury' 



I, 'Amoiit D. Y»iU diul in W A H. and Salo»o Faml In J6 A.H 
dunot the itun ol Calipfa 'All who died In 40 A. H. 
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of thii ■■■■■'I. The ek canct ■ ml 1 and vigour of Caliph 
'Ali't die. inn u apparent in thcte ttatemcolt In all in intcniity 
and colour. 

"I have teen cumpaoinnt of the holy Prophet (may 
the prate of God be upon him and his detcrndaDli). None 
or you leadi a life like them; Ihey tucd Id ipeod their 
t i pi I in prayeri and medium urn; they writ very oden 
Handing of bowing before Cod; ihe apprehenilon of the 
Day of Judprocni alwayt wat In their mind*; thought 
o( God the Almighty alwayt kepi them frightened. They 
feared Hn Wrath and kepi hoping for Hit Bleating and 
Reward."' 

In another tcrmon tayt Caliph 'All : 

-Where have thote people gone who when invited to 
lllam accepted it lincercly : who read the Qur'an and whole- 
hcartcdly followed ihe commandi II contained: who loved 
It lam U a thc-camel lovet her young one and when ordered 
|o fight in defence of lilam, they willingly left their 
hanm and families. Some of them died like manyri and 
tame turvited the ofdcalt. Succcu never overjoyed them 
and death* oever deipaired them. Stghta or human mbety 
taddened their livet, constant absorption of their minds 
and bod let in performance of then dutitt lu wards God 
and men had nude ihetn lonk pale and haggucd: and 
humility manifetled itielf from their behaviour (at againit 
the vanity of pseudo-pious people). They were brethren 
unio me. They have gone (are dead). I am justified in 
deiiiing 10 meet them once again and to be tad at separ- 
ation from ibem "' 



I. rnk ■/ £.\>«M»(V a ^J JbUrUl. S«fman». Utlmi inl at 
Imam vUfc (U.1 Atkari Jsteiy. Bomfcaj, UN. Wmoo No. 100, 
p. 111 (pubUthed O) Mir- i.- Ionian ry fcir U'rnltl Sals Muslim 
OraininUion. USA*. 

:. -■■ Smnoo No. 124, p. Ui. 
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Alienation lij Ekiupran Schnlar* 

After thl* attcitatian by Caliph 'All. we would now 
cite a few European »cho|nr* in confirmation of hit obwtva- 
u'on*. Coeuni write* in hfi Arnmll dtfl' lilam : 

"These men were th« Ituc moral bcir* of lie Trophri, 
the future apoitlci or lilam. ihe faithful iruxc** of all 
thai Muhammad revealed unto the men of God. Unto 
iheie men. through Iheir cnniiant cuntaci with the Prophet 
and their devotion to him. there bad already entered a 
new mode af thought at d feeling, loftier und more civilired 
I ban they hud known any before; ihey had really changed 
for the belter from every point of view, and later on at 
Maieimen and general*, in the most difficult moment* of 
war of conquest they gave magoificeni and undeniable proof 
that the idea* and doctrine* of Muhammad had becnieed caii 
on fruitful lod. and had produced a body or men of very 
higJietl worth. They were Ihe depot i In net of the laaoi 
teit of the Qnr'an. which they alone knew by bean; ibey 
were the jealous gnanliam of the memory or every word 
and bidding of Ihe Prophet, the irutlrc* of the moral 
heritage of Muhammad. Thete men formed the venerable 
■lock of lilam from whom one day was to ipring ibe 
noble band of the fint juritu. theologian* and tiadltionKu 
of MuiUm lociety." 1 

The no led French writer Dr. Guitave Lcbon Ham 
about the companion* or Ibe boly Prophet ; 

"In short ihe new religion came acrnn many crucial 
moments aDd. there i* the lea*t doubt, lhat it wa* the 
tagaoiy of Ihe Prophet's companion* which helped them 
to lucored no ihue occaiions. They selected a man Tor 
the Caliphate whose only object in mind wo* to propagate 
the religion of Muhammad."' 

l.Caetanl. Ammti d>U" Irian. Vol. It. p. an. died from T. W Amiltl, 

P>f*d\t*t al lilam. London, 1913, rc. IU! 
J. I from Urdu traniliiicn Tamaiim Mr** by Dr. 5. All 

111 [i..:: . p. lit. 
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About the first four Caliphs, the foremost companion! 

or the holy Prophet, historian Edward Gibbon wiiiet : 

"Any historian who balances the four caliphs with 
a hand unshaken by superstition will calmly pronounce 
ihai ibeir manners were alike pure and exemplify ; ibai 
Ihcir Jeal was fervent, and probably sincere; and thai. 
In the midst of riches and power, their lives were devoted 
in Hie practice of moral and religious duties."' 
A historian taken as an authority on the history of 

Arabia, has to say tbc following about the Tint two Caliphs : 
"Abu Bakr (6>2-4). (he conqueror and pacifier of 
Arabia, lived in pairiarchal simplicity. In the first ■« 
months uf bis short reign he travelled back and forth 
daily from a)-5unh (when he lived in a modest household 
with his wife, Habibah) to his capital .1 Madinah, and 
received no stipend since the state had at that lime hardly any 
income. All .date business he transacted in the courtyard 

of Prophet's Moaquc tn character he was endowed 

with much mote strength and forccTulncss than current 
tradition credits to him." 

"Simple and frugal in manner his energetic and 
talented successor, 'Umar (634-44), who was of towering 
height, strong physique and bald-headed, continued at least 
for some time after becoming caliph 10 support himself by 
trade and lived throughout hit life in a stylo as <joeucn> 

tatious as that of a Bedouin sheikh.. HH irreproachable 

character became an ciemplar for all conscientious 
lUCftwn to follow. He owned, we are told, one shirt 
and one inn n lie only, both conspicout for their patch- 
work, slept on a bed of palm leaves and had no concern 
other than maintenance of the purity of the faith, the up- 
holding of justice and the ascendancy and security nf Islam 
and the Arabians."* 



I. Edwanl Gibbon, :■■ ef lit iU Fall of Ihr Annan 

«n***i-. Vol. V, Lnodoo. 1911. p. JI4JJ. 
3. PhtlUp K- llidl. Hillary <U „w .(..„', London, I-: '. ;i PJ-Tfi. 
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Anothsr European writer, by no meioi sympathetic (o 
Worn, hii acknowledged the Meiling qualities of these 
companions of the holy Prophet. Writes William Muir : 

"Al hit court, Abu Bekr maintained ihr unr simple and 
frugal life u Mahomet. Guards and serviioti there were 
n.ine. nor onyihtnii appioachino the pomp and circumstance 
of state. He was diligent in business... Abu Bekr never 
* pa red himself, and many incident* are related of the manner 
in which he descended 10 the m mulct (hints Thus, he 
would wily forth by night to lee); for any destitute or 

oppressed person: lo (he choice of hii agents for 

high office or command, he wai absolutely free from 
nepotism or partiality, and was wise and doterningin his 
Mtlmate of character." 1 

la regard to Caliph 'Vmar. William Muir u>s : 

"Simplicity and duly were hii cuidins principle* lm- 
partiality and devotion characterised the discharge of hii 
great oflloe; and (he rerponiibility so weighed upon him 
i hut at limes he would eirlaim, O that my mother had 
not borne rac; would thai 1 hud beea this Mali of gi a . 

instead t He Was lender-hcarud. and ouroberksa acu 

of kindness are recorded, such as relieving the wanti 
of the widow and the Cilhcfica." 1 
He portrays the great achievement* of Caliph -Umar in 
Urn manner : 

'•So died Omar. ne»t to the Prophet liar graairn in ihe 
kingdom of Islam: for it wu all within these ten years, 
that hy his wisdom, pulletice. and vieour. the dominion wu 
achieved over Syria. Egypt, and Perva. which Islam ha* 
ever since maintained.., ,„Yr( throughout bu marvellous 
fortune he never k»t the equipoise of a wise and tuber 
judoctnent, not exalted hirnteu* abos* the f rural and 
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run i liar itjle at ihe Arnh Chief. -Where it the Caliph?" 
would the visitor from distant provinces inquire, as be 
i " ■•' nioond ibe ointl vt the Owl Mtoque ; and all Hie 
wink ibe monutch at io hcmtlj guise before him."' 

Testimony uf m SM'lte Scholar. 

We shall not set forth the !■: v... »r any Sunniie peo- 
bhd here in favour of the fine two Caliphs, bu! depend dd 
aShi'tte acliolar. Justice Syed Amir Ali.' who writes In ihe 
Spirit wf lilam : 

"An culmination or ihe political condition of the Mn»- 
timi under the early Caliphs bi i ■ into view a popular 
government adminiilered by an elective chief with limited 
power*. The prcrocaiives of the he.:d of ihe State were 
conftoed In ad .win rural ivc and executive maiien. soch a* 
ihe regulation of Ihe police, conrol of army, transaction 

of foreign affairs, disbursement of etc Bnt he 

could neier act In contravention of the recognited law... 
The law - '-">'■ the tame for the poor at for the rich. Tor 
Ihe man in power as for the labourer in the field."' 
He alto iaja : 

••The item deletion or the early Caliphs to ihe well- 
being of ihe pcopk. and the austere simplicity of their 



I. Anmti rfU* Emit CJ^mr, et. Hi. ». MJ. 

- juulor 5" Syed Amir -All (I<*t-19»> »ai demandant ,A a MM 
i— Hi- wOfcb cttHriWil hi l"tl'* " "'■ KhaiaOn ....r . , the relin 
uf Nultf SAXIi, He Ant msimJ educaMon of Entlkb. Li-, and 
Aiibnr in I • M.' n..i H ■ i CoHrp. Calcutta, and then 
(allrd U Bar in E»|l" In tfT). Mr ntiltd lowi Banaal lli|b 
Cuun In 1W>« and ■)■■ ap MMMM In Enitand. Hi *en r In tad 
. ii- ■ i Icdiaa rnemh-T of lha Pri«y CmincM*! Law Cnainume 
in im ami dkd In l»M, I*w Indiani caa claim io fci-e a a unt- 
il: and ovw trglUb laniuaac and as ttcila a pen at Syrd Amir * Alia 
Mijur OtDira, the nosrd urin-it alas, dace remarkd thai avso Eniliah- 
mtn caved hu raiy ind lun*ful daulon. 

3. tv hlom, Lnvlon. p. J**^ 



1YJCI COBTLICTWI ROVUn 



livet. were in Mritf accordance with ihc example of the 
Mailer. They preached and prayed in ibe mc*quc like 
ihc Prophet; received in I heir hornet the poor and the 
oppressed, and failed oot to give a hearing In tl«e mr-annt. 
Wuhout cortege, without pomp or ceremony, they ruled 
the hearti of men by the forte of their character."' 
Syed Ami' 'Alt hu paid tribute, without any leservalion 
10 the- simple and frugal living, evenhanded justice and ihc 
service rendered lo Islam by tbc first three Caliphs, Abu Bakr 
•Uraar and Utbman. The clrcunuuocrs leading ID »he election 
or Abu Dakr « the first successor of the holy Prophet hu 
bean described u follow by him : 

-Among the Arabf, the ehieflaiocy or a tribe b not 
hereditary but elective: the principle of universal iinT- 
rajr it recognised in it* otremen form, and all the mem- 
ber! of (he tribe have a voice in the election of their 
chief. The election it made on the basis of seniority 
among (he surviving male mem ben of the deceased chief- 
tain'* family. The old tribal custom was followed in (he 
choice of a successor to (he Prophet, for the urgency of 
the timet admitted of no delay. Abu Hair, who by virtue 
orhii age and the position he bad held at Mecca occupied 
a high place in the estimation of the Arabs, wot hastily 
elected to the office of Khalifa (Caliph) or Vicegerent uf 
the Prophet He was recognised at a man of wisdom and 
moderation, and his election was accepted with their usual 
devotion to the Faith by 'Alt and (he chief members of 
Mohammad t family." 1 

The character of Abu il.it has been thus depicted by 
Amir -All. 

"Like hb Master. Abu Bakr was eitremcJy simple 
in bit habits; gentle bui firm, be devoted all his, cacign 
in tbc administration of the new-born state and to the 
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good of Ibc people. He would »nlly forth by night 10 
help the diftreucd and relieve the deiliiuie." 1 
The achievement! of Caliph -Unur at lummtd up by Anil 
'All teiiily that: 

"The *hort gorernmeot of Abu Bakr wai loo Hilly 
occupied with the labour or pacifying Ibc detetl tribe* to 
affurd time for say syiiemaiic regulation of Ihc province* 

But with the reign or Omar a truly great man 

commenced ibat ilcepleas care Tor the welfare of the 
lubject nntiooa which characterUrd Ibc early Muvlim 
(OverDmeni*.**" 
He alio uys : 

■ Omar'i acccnion to the Caliphate was or immente 
value lo Wain. He wai a man of ttrong moral fibre 
and a keen *en*e of justice, possessed of great energy aod 
om of eh ■racier." 1 

Martyrdom of -Umar, acco.-ditlg to Amir All, wai one 

of the greatest disaitcr suffered by lilam. 

"The death of Omar wai a real calamity to Warn, 
Stern but just, rar-iighlcd, thoroughly versed in the chn- 
racier of bo people, he wai specially fried Tor the leader- 
ship of unruly Arab*. He held Ihc helm with a urons 
hand and tevcrcly repressed the natural tendency to de- 
mon I nation among nomadic tribes and lemi-civiliicd 
people when coming in conUci with toe luanry and wees 
Of citlc»....Of Mmple habit*, auiere and frugal, always 
accessible to the meaneit of hit lubjects, wandering about 
oi night to inquire inio the condition of the people with- 
out any guatd or court tuch was the greatest and 

most powerful ruler of the time."' 

Caliph a taman It. -ASia. 

IfittOf) bear* witness lo the fact that purity of faith and 
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patriarchal simplicity dominated the life of [he (bird Cillph 
'Ulhman. He entertained the guests with sumptuous meal, 
but himself look bread wilh vinegar.' Ver J often " e fasted 
con lias on sly far days together. He mostly attended 10 hi* 
Dcccuiliu hmiiclf aoJ never write up any s:rvani In 1Kb night. 
-The night li theirs", he used 10 say if he was asked in lake 
their help.' 

Cnliph 'Uthmln had a slave whom he had once pulled 
by the ear. After he hid beeo elected to preside over (he 
caliphate, he asked the slave to avenge himself and insisted 
until the slave had exacted Ihe retribution. He even remaikcd 
on the occasion, "Satisfy yourself take your vengeance in 
(his world so that nothing remains for the hereafter." 'Abdul 
Malik b. ShaddSd relates that he saw Uthmin on (he pulpit 
one Friday donning a coarse woolen sheet of Allan hardly 
rusting four or five dirhams. 1 Hasan Bnsri once saw Caliph 
Ulhmln taking res! in (he Mosque at noon, and when he 
Hood up (he mark* lelt by the pebbles were visible on his 
body. Those present on (he occasion wondered a( ihe austere 
ways of the Caliph.* So solicitous was he about the welfare of 
the people (ha( be often enquired about the market rates of 
different commodities even after ascend in c (he pulpit of the 
mosque. Mas! b. Talha relates Hut he saw the caliph lining on 
the pulpit, while the Iqamak was being recited, and he was 
enquiring fiom certain persons about their welfare and itinerary.* 
Nothing can illustrate hit sincerity and self- abnegation mote 
than the events leading (a hi nurtyidom. While the insur- 
gent! had besieged bim in Madina, he calmly bade the citizens 
to go back to their hisnies since he did nut want to light or 
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allow the blood of any Muslim to bo ihed for him. He died 
t ceiling the Qur'dn at the hand* o( the rebels hut did not suc- 
cumb in their demand or retiring from the ealiphaie, a trust 
committed to hit care by the Muslim*. He stood fait to hit 
post till hit I'll breath Tor he deemed it a tarred office entruncd 
to him in accordance with the prediction or the holy 
Prophet' 'Hit chief merit lay in his piety"*, tayt Amir *Ali 
while William Muir obierve* thai he had a "kindly nature 
which miiht have made him. in leii troublous timet, a favou- 
rite of the people."* Hit itate policy hot hern described ihut 
by Levi delta Vida in the Shorter Encyclopaedia of Islam: 
"At Well (■! :'.r'i pointed out and Caetani has cipounded at 
length, ■Utlimnn only followed and developed the policy of 
'Umar. - '* 

The twelve yean Caliph -Uthrasn held the helm. Islamic 
dominion taw an unprecedented rapid expansion. Writes 
Aanir *Ali : "The incunioni of the Turks in Trantcxiana led 
to the conquest of Balkh Similarly were Herat, Kabul and 
Ghimi captured. The ruing in southern Perua led to the 
subjugation of Kerman and Ststan. In the settlement! of the 
new acquisitions the policy of Omar wai followed. No sooner 
were these countries conquered, than effective meaiurct were 
set on foot for tltc development of their material resources. 
Watercourses were dug roads made, fruit tieet planted, and 
security given to trade by cstablithmem of a regular police 
organisation. B)iantinc inroads from the north led lo an 
advance no the country now called Asia Minor, towards the 
Black Sea. lo Africa. Tripoli and Datca, and in the Mediter- 
ranean Cyprus, were conquered, A large fleet tent by ihc 
Romans to re-conquer Egypt was destroyed off Alexandria "* 
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In short, the limits of the Islamic empire were eitcadcd fin in 
Sind. in the east, lo Spain m (be Weil. A powerful armada 
wai organised although the Arabs did not earlier posscu a 
single ship. 

The enlargement or the grand square or (he Kaha. un- 
dertaken ia 26 A. H was a great service to UUtn by Caliph 
L'lhmJn. The miKqoe of the Prophet In Medina was alio 
enlarged and beautified In 21 A. H. He alio sent order* lo 
build new mosques in the conquered dominion! and enlarge 
the existing one). 8ut hit (till greater achieveimnt was to 
secure (he uniformity of the sacred Scripture lot the sake of 
doing away with the differences in its recitation, and bringing 
the standard lest Into e*c|usjve use throughout the far-flung 
Ulamic dominion*.' It would be intereiting to mention here 
that when Caliph Ati found certain cHiwn* of Kula blaming 
Ins prcdecciH>r for itandard Italian or the Quranic reataimn 
he was tilled with anger. "Silence", said Alt " UihrnSn acted 

ui he did with the advice of the leading men amona.it us; 

and if I had been ruler at the time, intiead of him. I should 

myself hive exactly done the same."* 

Caliph -All h. Ab| TiUb. 

No body has ever disputed tlx angelical disposition or 
Caliph 'AH except the K hlrajitc*' We sfiall give heie the 
reminiscences omharorb. Ilhumuruh. a comrade ofCuliph 'All. 
who described the character and temperament or Culiph 'Ali 
at the behest of Cnliph Mu'aViyah. who had been a Inng 
while at loggerhead* with his predecessor. The piuure of 
Caliph 'All pi'rlrayed by Dli.irar is really a graphic deicrip- 
ti.<n of tlic chivalrous, humane, forbearing and ■■ r ..i ■ . i ■ 
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compuioiu brought up under the guidance of ihe holy Pro- 
phet: 

••He looked askance at the world and lu pleatuiet ; 
ibe night and fu darkneu one more agreeable in him. 
By niy UOlh. hit eje* were more often filled with tear* 
■nd he alway* appeared to be care-worn He had the 
touch or conscience which often made him lo reproach 
himieh*. He was happy lo wear garment* made of coarte 
cloth and purtafce coarw food, lived like a common man, 
and made no dlaiinclion between himtclf and oihen. 
Whenever we aritd anyihine,. lie would reply ; whene'er 
we went lo him. be would ulute fit i . and whenever 
we inviied him, he ctroe ungrudgingly; but, despite ihlt 
nearncM. ho awe uevct permitted u* (o lull: in h<i pre- 
icnce or join in hb convenalion. When he laughed, hi* 
teeth used to thine as haihuoacs. He respected ihc piout 
and loved Uie poor. No DUO or influence or authority 
could hope to achieve any undetened gain dom 
him, nor ihe weak ever bs,vb up hope or obtaining 
jutlice from him. I'll declare lo God ihnt I have teen 
him often after the nightfall Handing on prayer-mat. 
holding hit beard and weeping bltlctly. 1 bare heard 
him wbbino and lamenting : 'O World, dott thnu want 
■a entice me away? Hatl thou brought thy charm* 
for me T Away, away with thee. Go about thy bonnet* 
and desriva tome body ehe- I have already divoiced thee 
thrice. O World thy pleasure are trantitory. lliy life it 
thoti and thy ollurcmcnu arc unreliable and liunjKfoiit. 
Alu ! 1 have bui hlllc provitiori*, (he voyage h long and 
the route it extremely pcriloui"* 

Puritanical Life of the earlier Caliph*. 

The tioccrity. piety and nobility of the Tint four caliph* 
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la demonstrated by their abstinence from tbc wealth thai Row- 
ed from ibc newly conquered lands of (he former Persian and 
Byzantine erapirei 10 the meinipolii of Islam. Unlike oihex 
ambitiout conqueron. they did ool lead a life of ewe and 
sufficiency bui preferred to pass their day* aa reel una —simple, 
austere and frugal -like their great Master, ll wonld be uihcr 
more appropriate to lay thai I hey enjoyed giculcr cooiraimcrt 
and peace of mind before ihcy accepted the responsibility of 
presiding over the Islamic empire. The way these Calipha 
passed Ibeir days amidst power and prestige of the greatest 
empire or the time hat made Edward Gibbon to concede that . 
•The courage of Abu Bakr. Omar and UthnHn. had indeed 
been tried in the persecution and wan of tbc Propbcl J and 
the personal auurancc of paradise mutt have (aught them to 
dcipbe the pleasure and danjers of the present world. Bui 
they aiccndcd the throne in a vrnerable and mature ace. and 
ettecmcd the domeitic com of religion and justice, the moat 
important duties of the »overeino....Thc austere and frugal 
measure of their Use* was tbc effect of virtue or habit, and 
the pride of their simplicity insulted the vain magnificence of 
the king! of the earth."' 
None of them ever tried to pao on hia heritage 10 bit 
ion or a member of hia family ; they kept their near and dear 
one* away from the strings of power and MMnctimrs even 
bade the electorate not to (boose them as their successors. 
Or what we know of human nature and the propensities and 
practices followed by the n,.> since times immemorial lead us 
to the conclusion thai the Caliphs weie absolutely sincere, 
free from human failings like self- indulgence nepotism or 
partiality, their ■■■> purpoi* in holding the helm was tit pro- 
pagate the faith and strengthen the commonwealth committed 
in (heir care, and to save the nator nt state against all internal 
and external dangers. Had they been self-seeking, desirous of 
winning power and prestige they would nut have shunned the 
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pomp and circumstance of a rapidly expanding «»le. En- 
dowed with vi and absolute power, if they chote to 
maintain the tame timpk and frog"' life « ihc Prophet did. 
ihey coo Id DPI be accuvd of msincerity by any man of aoond 
undemanding. Tone Caliphs were loo shrewed in be deceived 
i^midf. and 100 hone&l in act the part of deceivers. 

Integrity of Aba Bnkr. 

We that! recount here o few episodes relating to Caliph 
Aba Bakr and Caliph 'Uma> which will convince every man 
endowed wiih com to on seme to judge for hinneir the veracity of 
Iliete umily sua - it . ■ of llie Prophet. The reputed htttorian 
Inn .:: A[.,k i I :-"■]:■ ii. ,!■■■■! W , r- !i" od incident iho*ine 
the - 1 ■ -i'- r- of Abu bakr. 

"Odcc hb wife expressed the longing Tor wine sweel- 
»».:■ When Abu Bakr rtptcwed hi* inability the offered 
In save something from the daily e» pontes of the houte- 
hold. Abu Bakr gave hi* consent. She mi ted over a 
period some money and atkrd Abu Itakr to get tome 
sweetmeats. Aba Hi. look the money but remarked. 
'This teems to be in etixu of our i * and put il 
hack in the treasury. He aho cut down bis stipend to 
that client ,'1 

Hasan, ton of All rclatci that iuit bcfoic his death Abu 
Rakr Mid lo hit daughter. •■ Ajetlu the i he -camel we bad 
for milk, the pan in which we look mealt and Ihe bedspread 
»c used were given 10 me since I wrvrd the Muslims. Scad 
them la 'Urn or alter I have passed away." -Ayrsha ienl alt 
these things to 'Ulnar at the had been bidden. Thereupon 
■Umar remarked: "Lord bleu thee. Abu Bakr. Thou hail 
laid a heavy burden upon me."* Il ii abo related that ai the 
first Abu Baki continued lo maintain h time If by merchandise; 
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hue fiodiag it interfere wilb affair*, of the state he consented 
lo forego his occupation and receive a yearly allowance of si*, 
thousand dirhams for hi* household charge*. Ha conscience 
troubled him fot having taken even what he did by way of 
stipend from ihe people*" money; on nit death-bed, there- 
fore, he pave command that certain land), hit private property, 
should be told, and a sum equal lo all thai he had taken 
refunded to the public eschrquer.' Another report relates that 
he commanded to refund eight thousand dirhams for he had 
taken only thai turn for his sustenance. He was. wrapped in 
(he same clothes ia which be died ; for, said he. 'new clothes 
berii the living, but old the mouldering body.'* 

Caliph 'Ulnar's journey to Syria. 

The pomp and (how attending royal vitiu are loo familiar 
to be recounted here- The man reigning over the most 
powerful empire in the suth century A D. bad alio an occasion 
to undertake a journey to Jerusalem for capitulation of ihat 
city in 16 A. H, 1636 A.D- After a seige of some Juration 
the patriarch sued for peace, but refused to surrender the place 
tn any but the Calipb in person. A» Amir All soys. -Umar 
"acceded lo the m|ucsl. and travelling with a tingle atien- 
dani, without escort and without any pomp and ceremooy 
arrived ai labia."' We shall relate the subsequent patl Of the 
journey as narrated by William Muir from the original 
sources : 

"It was a mrniflrafile occasion, being the first progress 
of a Caliph beyond the limit* of Arabia. Abu Obesda. 
Yazid. and Ktiaud. come from the nonh in siair lo welcome 
him. A brilliant cavalcade, robed in Syrian brocade, 
and mounted on weeds richly caparisoned, they rode 
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forth bi be approached. At Ibe sight or all this finery, 
Omiu'i ipiill was tinted within him. He atooped down, 
and. gathering a handful of gritel flung it at ihe 
attnnithed chief*. 'Avannt " he cried . 'b H ihui attired 
thai ye come out lo meel me 7 All changed thai m the 
■pace of two ihori yean! Verily, had it been after two 

hundred, yc would have demved to be degraded* 

Dlimisaing the other gencralt to their retpettive command*, 
ibe Caliph, carrying with him Amru and Shorohhil, 
rcanmed the journey westward, and. ctoitine the Jordan 
below the Lake of Tiber;!*, proceeded thui to Jerusalem. 
They gate him a palfrey to ride on, which pranced with 
gingling belli after ihe faibion of Syria. He disliked the 
motion. 'What ailrth the animal The laid; 'I know not 
who bulb taught Ibcc thii tlrange gitit.' So be dismounted 
and rode upon hli owa bone again."' 
Cabph 'Umar undertook another Journey to Syria in IK 
A. H./639 A. D. He asked 'Alt 10 dcpuiuc in hii place at 
Medio* on thit occasion. 

"Hb wny lay through the Chriitian Mttlement of 
Ayla. at the head of the Gulf of Acaba. The reception 
he met with here bring* out well the umplicity of Omar, 
and hit kindly feeling toward* the Chriitian*. Kc jour- 
oc)ed on a camel with *mall pomp or following! «nd aa 
be »at minded In enter the Tillage unrrcngnfced. he changed 
plam with liit tenant. -Whcie is the Ameer?* nicd 
the eager crowd* si they i! reamed forth from the village* 
to witnew the Caliph** advent. 'He is before you.' replied 
Omar. «Dd he drove hn camel on. 5" they hurried 
forward thinking that the great Cafiph wai beyond, and left 
Omar to alight uoobterved at the home of the bishop, 
with whom be lodged during the heat of the day. Hi* 
CDat. which had been rent upon Ihe journey, he gave lo 
hi* hon to mend. Thii the bithop not only did. but had 
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a i' irm -i i made tot bun or a material lighter and more 
suited U ihe oppressive travel of the season. Omar, how- 
em. pretcntC to wear fait own.'* 

Caliph -All and Hb Prececewora. 

Caliph 'AK always co-operaied wfih hb predecessors. As 
Amir Ml says the flection ofCaliph Abm Bakr. on ihe demise 
of the holy prophet, was "accepted with their usual devotion 
to Ihe faith by -A* and the chief member* of Mohammad's 
family."' Willtun Muir has rnnxjoocd the fniwndciMnixltiij 
arising between Caliph Abu Batr sad 'AH on (he question 
at inheritance of the Prophet* personal property but odds (hat 
the latter ajotimicd to rreooeot the Caleb's coon like the 
rest of the chief companions and even performed the func- 
tions of chsef judicial officer.* He abo lays (hut the deipaicfies 
of Caliph Abu Bohr were chiefly indiled by •At.' In hii 
introduction to the Nahjui Balagha. rendered into Vng\nti for 
(h« Islamic Seminary, a World Shia Muslim Organisation, 
Askari Jafery has mentioned several instances of Calph i n .>r, 
tceking :hc advice of *Ali and accepting them with rrotitude. 
He lays thai -an the occasion of the invasion of Rome 
(Byzantine Empire) when H wroth Omcr sought hb (Alia) 
counsel at (o (he advisability of heading (he army a* the 
Commander-in-chief, he advised him to be a| the helm and 
to send some cipcrscnccd general as a commander Simi- 
larly at the time of invasion of Persia he counselled the 
L'aliph Omar not to leave (tie capital and to send somebody 
ease.'* 1 The well meaning counsels offered by Caliph *AK 
Lad confirmation in the scrmoni number 137 and 149 included 
in the A'tAjW ttk&Ufi It ha* been meniwaed eUewhetc that 
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Caliph 'I'mar kft 'Alt as hit deputy in Medina while he 
travelled to Syria in IS A. H. The lympaiheilc reflection! of 
Caliph 'AO oo the death of Caliph Abu Bakr and Caliph 
'Ulnar have been preserved by historians which speak volumes 
of his earnest grief at parting company with ihese venerabla 
comrades, 1 

Caliph 'limit nominated 'Ali as one of (he members of 
the Council charged 10 elect his lucceuor. The choice or the 
electorate fell upon -Uihmio and with hit usual patriotism 
and devotion to the faith. 'AH gave hi* adherence to -Ulbman 
a* soon as he was elected.' When the rebels blockaded 
Caliph 'Uthmin. which huted several weeks, denying food and 
water to ihe aging Caliph, 'All ioterposcd and ctposiulated 
with the besieger*. Muii report) : "They were treating their 
Caliph." he (*Ali) told them, '-more cruelly than they would 
treat Greek or Persian captives in the field- Even Inndcls did 
not deny water to a thirsty enemy." 1 But at the insurccntt 
were deaf 10 hit entreaty. 'All sent water and food tu the 
Caliph during the tiegr and later deputed his sons and depen- 
dant* to defend the Caliph.' When 'Ali beared of the at Mi- 
nim linn of Caliph 'Uthman be battened to the place and 
asked his ton how it bad happened.* Death had not softened 
the rebels' heart who pelted the litter of Caliph -Uthman with 
nonet, bui the funeral procession was bravely joined by Hasan 
alongvvith the kmtmen of ihe departed Caliph.' 

Compaabas aad (be Ahl-Balt 

The Qur'fln explicitly tays that the companions of the 
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Prophet ate 'hard against the unbeliever*, merciful one to 
another/ 1 The live* of lite people who hive had the opportunity 
af krepini' company wilh ibc holy Prophet are a living illustration 
of this sententious ei press ton. Tbeir mutual love and companion 
their comradeihip and their willingness to undergo "J sacrifice 
for their matei signifies the truth of divine revelalioa about them. 
Amir *AIi has rightly remarked : "The intense Taith and 
(.unvictinn on the pan of the immediate follower* of Muhammad 
it the noblest testimony ui bis sincerity and hh utter self- 
■bsorption in his appointed task-"' Any allegation about the 
improbity of these elevated souls not only belles a historical fact 
but also raises doubts about the truth of divine revelation and 
duxtiveaeu of prophetic guidance. 

A report related by BukhSri on the authority of 'Aqba 
b. ii-Hirilb says : "Abu Bakr performed the -Asr prayer 
and came out of the moique to take a stroll. He saw Hasan 
playing with other children. He lifted bim up upon hit 
shoulder and said. 'My father may be an offering for him. 
he bears resemblance to the Prophet and not 'Ali*. 'Ali 
heard the remark and smiled." 1 

Husain narrates : '-Umar once asked me why 1 do not 
go and sit with him. Later on I went to hb house but nobody 
was allowed to go inside and his son Abdullah was waiting 
for him outside. I come back but when he met me neit- ho 
again said. 'Son. you did not come to me ?' I replied that 
1 bad gone to see him but he was in privy since bis son 
'Abdullah was wuting for hii permission to sec him. "Umar 
replied, -Never mind the permiwion for -Abdullah. >oti could 
have seen me. The faith we have was due to your household.* 
Thereafter he lovingly patted me on the head."• 
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Another icpofl banded down by Zala-ul-'Abidin b. Humid 
through Mohammad Bsqar and S~3C.11 Siidiq hat been 
aairurrd by Dm Sid. He says - Once -Umai rccci>«d tome 
hullafo' from Yemen which were distributed by him among tie 
people. Those who received rhe came wcarirjg Ihrm trr 

Ihe Prophet's roow^oc while 'Umor was sitting hair-way between 
the Prophet's grave and ibe pulpit. The incomers lalulcd him 
and he also wished 10 them In the meantime Hasan and 
Hi. - mi happened 10 come out or ihcir home (which was a 
part »T ihe moM|K) bui none of ihem had a hulla/i on him. 
li.- looted and depressed. When he «u asked ihe reason 
tor 11 he replied Ihai he had been saddened because of Ihe 
two children as Ihere was no hullah of their siie; all were 
fur the growo-upi Umar I hen wrote 10 the governor or 
Yemen ro send two huJbihi for Hasan and Hosain and also to 
make hasie m complying with hit orders. Umar was satisfied 
when these were received and he had made both the children 
put them on."* 

Caliph 'Umar regulated the allocation ot siipeods on 
a Hied and systematic scale. Shtbli Notninl has described 
ihe tule . 1 pictedcnn laid down by Caliph Ulnar. He writes; 
■* -Uqw bad a great regard Tor affinity to ihe Prophcl 
(peace be upon him). Whco he eipressed the desire 
10 fix the ram of stipeod 'Abdur Rahman b. 'Auf 
and a lew others espreaied the opinion that Caliph Ulnar 
should get precedence. However, Caliph Umar disagreed 
with Ihem and said that the affinity to the holy Prophet 
should be the criterion Tor priority. In such wise he 
commenced with tbe Ban! IlOshim, and among ihem he 
began wilb Abbas and Art at ihe top. He gave Sfth place to 
his own tribe Bom 'Adiy. Thus, the names of stipendiaries 
were listed in thai order. In tbe ftsaiion ol allowances 
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loo, be kepi the tame rule ia view; lho»e who hid 
fought ai Badr were allowed the highest allowance. Hasan 
and Ho vain woe eiccptioni for they were allocated ihe 
tome amount although they did not full in (hat ca- 
tegory.," 1 

'AS wai the chief counsellor or Caliph •Umar whom he 
afwayi tool as the moit sincere and well-meaning confidant. Ai 
staled elsewhere when Caliph '-Uoiu declared hit rnolve to 
march forth in penoo to direct the battle or Nehavend. i( wa* 
•Alt who diuaaded him from leaving Medina. When Caliph 
■Umar undertook the journey to leruiakm. he aiked 'Ali to act 
ai ha vicegerent. How mtinrate wu All lo Caliph 'Umar 
can be ga*eed from the fact that the former gave hi> daughter 
l.'mm Kulthtiro. by ha flm wife Fstima. to wedlock to 
Caliph He aim gave the nunci of hii predeceKon 

—Abu Bail, -Umar and 'Uthman— to three of b* iocs.' 

Heavenly Social Order. 

The wcial order we find portrayed In the QiTtln, hadfth 
and reliable annab, which was groomed and brought up under 
the prophetic care. presents the mow shining and sublime picture 
of a body of men, virtuous, just, clement and noble, who 
are not to be found even in a smaller number at any other 
lime or anywhere ebe In the world. This, in itself, tendi to ihow. 
on the one hand, the Innate goodocti of human nature, the 
height! to which man can rise, his wonluOeas and the health 
of ha iouI and. on the other, the erTrdlvc and laiting 
impact nr the sincere and pure hearted guide that the Prophet 
wai Actually these »ere the men of whom entire humanity 
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con be proud of. Tot they were the men whom Iqbal describe* 
u ■ctukbeo of eanh and light, creatures with divine traits.' 

No mnn belonging to such a society can ever develop 
inferiority -ccmplei. malevolence or despondency. Rsiher every 
membcf of such a social order becomes upward -looking, lakes 
the Piophei or Islam as his beau ideal, and his faith in tbc 
realities heyood the km of human perception turns into a living., 
writable precept. Imam lbn Taimfyah has very correctly 
aliened the disiingurthlng feature of I bete emblems of human 
virtues. 

"Notwithstanding the weaknesses thai arc natural to 
human beings, no group or elan, excepting the mesienfcrs 
or Cod, can as a whole, be compared to the companions 
of the holy Prophet If one liads minor shoticominp 
here and there, these are like faint marks on a white cloth. 
It a the fault of the cavillers who tec these stains but 
not the tidiness of the cloth itself Other* compared to 
this group would be fnuod to be wholly blemished with 
a few while spots- 1 

The FtChare paiatea by the Shl'lm. 

An entirely differcni picture of these godly men a presen- 
ted by a people claiming to he Muslim* and iweuriog 
allegiance to the holy Prophet. These are the Imimlyuh 
or AlhnS' 'Aihaiu (the TweNcts) whose depiction of the 
earliest Muilim society speaks of total failure of ihc pro- 
phetic guidance and (ruining — a failure unparalleled in 
history'. Il signifies collapse of the Prophet's efforts not 
ciperieDced even by those guides and reformer* who were 
neither commissioned by Cod for the purpose nor enjoyed 
Hit succour and blessings. Shi'ile portrayal of ihc com- 
panions presents them as self-seeking hypocrites who could 
stoop 10 lies, intrigues, treachery, fahillcation of the sacred 
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ie*t, forgery and betrayal Tor iheir worldly ends. Were ihii 
depiction la be irue, nobody would ever endea»oor to reforni 
the morals and cooduci of one's fellow beings and would 
yield io despair In repaid 10 future of all human beings- 

Only three person* remained, according to ibeir version, 
tiuly wedded lo the Islamic firth after ihc death of the holy 
rrophet, while (he ml, who had been guided nod groomed 
and trained for twenty-three long year*, recanted thetr faith. 
Wert this to be correct nothing eltc would be needed to 
establish bankruptcy of tbe prophetic guidance.* 

An authentic religious treatise of the Sbi'ttes titied II 
M-Jaml al-Kafi. contairut the following statement of Imam 
Aba J'afar (alto known si Imam Baqar) in the lail section given 
the caption of Kliob-ur-Raitaih : 

'•Tne people became apoUnles aller the Prophet 
(peace be on him) with the eaceptiocs of three penans. 
(The narrator) asked : Who were those three 7 He said : 
Miodid be-A»wad. Abu-Dharr GhifSri and Salman First 
may God bits* and have mercy on them."' 
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Pronouncement* or -Auatna Khomeini 

Leadn of (he proem Iranian revolution nd founder of 
'Iilamic Democracy' in hii country, Iraim Khomeini, who 
a al*o regaided u ifie representative of (be lur Imam Gha'tb 
(hidden or co wealed Imlm). urki 10 ki forth the companions 
of the Prophet as worldly-minded persons, napioui. insolent 
and inteipaluion of the Qur'An who could nol be deemed 
at believer*- tie write* in the al-Axrat ; 

"Tbcte pcrvora (the companion*) had nothing to do 
with Islam and the Qur'an wve (o miliar these ai the 
mean) for their worldly pain* and holding the helm. For 
the pcnoni who hid man aped to employ ibe Qur'an to 
ubwrvc their busci objective*, it posed no problem to 
delete the «erte» (declaring 'Ali a* the vicegerent of the 
Prophet and the principle of ImBmaK), to make interpo- 
lation* in Ihe divine Scriptuic and in pat Ihe Qur'an 
out of light to the end nf time. The charge of corrup- 
ting, (their scripture*) laid by the Muslim* again*! the Jews 
and Chmiians is prn.cn against these companion*." 1 
He *ay* die where in the urn book : 

"Suppose that the Imam had hcen mentioned by name 
in the Qur'An, then how doc» it help ni to conclude thai 
there would have been no difference* among the Muslim*. 
Thote who had leagued wiih the Prophet'* faith owing 
lo their greed for power and position, and acre cimipiriug 
■iocc loaf to enroll their supporter*, u I . i have ne>tr 
given up their ulterior end* because of the Quranic 
injunction*. Th?y would hate odopied every device to 
achieve their object im. or, in that cue. the difference* 
created would have hern of such a nature that the very 
Inundation) if the religion would have been drmobihcd. 
For, the possibility wo* that ir tho*e who were after wiel- 
ding the kCrpue had realised that they could oot achieve 
their end* through htam, they would have joined hand* 
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10 form a clique against Islam and openly defied it"* 
■Atlsraa Khomeini"* Kathf-ul- Attar conialm numctoui 
derogatory remarks aboui ihe first Ihtee Caliph* and oiher 
companion! of the holy Prophci. too tuatlegiou* to be cited 
here- One can refer to the book or ice Maulino Mamonr 
N-omani'i SM'ai Kya Hal Jf anybody wants to koow more 
about lL 

Impression* at Mwhahi-ul-Mulk' 

1 cannot do bwttf lhan give here ihe reaction* or MuhVn 
-□1-Mulk, the author of Ayat-t-Bayyanai which reflect the burn- 
ins impression* of the author who had found out the truth 
after a deep study of the subject Every man endowed with com- 
moose nse would reach the lurac conclusion if he dispassiona- 
tely think* over the matter, 

'The truth is thai ibe belief entertained by the Shi'iies 
about the companion* easts a blame on the prophetbood 
and make* one skeptical of Islam. If anybody come* 10 
hold the view that all those who nave their failh 10 the 
Prophet were really disbeliever* | tbey pretended to be 
Muslim* but were infidel* in their heart of heart* J and 
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ihey fell away as loon « the Prophet closed hi* eye*, 
cannot acknowledge hit propheihood. He can ask that 
if ihc Prophet was Iruly ■ menenger ol God. hi* reaching! 
wuuld have surely impressed ai least a Tew person* and 
made a dent in their heum. Who believed in him out 
of more than a hundred thousand peneni swearing realty 
lo him? At ka*t a Tew hundred of tbem would have 
remained faithful to him! If the companions were mil 
perfect in failh. as you wrongly own. ihcn who Ihe 
person 1 were on whom Ihe teaching! ,<t the Prophet hud 
left a lasting impression? How many were Ihey who 
profited by ha propheihood J If. God forbid, all honing 
the few to be counted on ones finger* were hypocrites 
and apostate*, then who gave faith to Islam and who were 
those who derived any benefit from the teachings of the 
holy Prophet?"* 

ObwriaDna of Imam Khnalll 

Imlm Shuaibi td. ii" i. ■ made a trenchant remark 
on the attitude of the Shi'ite*. Heiayi: Jew* and Chnstians 
are more •ell-disposed towardi ihelr metsenger* of God. 
The Jew* were asked; Who were the mo« vjrioou* amongst 
you?* They replied: "Thoie accompanying Moses.' The 
Christian-- were similarly asked 5 -Who were the beit in failh 
among" your They replied : The disciple* of law Christ.' 
Hut when the Shi'ita were asked: Who were the worst 
amongst you?' They gave the ontwer ! 'They were the 
companinn* of the Prophet (peace be upon him)." 1 

SW'ite Presumption 

It seem) thai the Sht'iles or Iranian stock had assumed 
that (he companions of ihe holy Prophet wete men or the 
Hint kidney ai the ciccdy and selfish worldly-minded adventurer* 
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belonging lo the Pahlavi, tCrjini. Safawid and Qactiar 
dvnaatiei ofthdr country. If it It correct that the forefather* 
of Imim Khomeini Kad migrated from Oudh in India in 
Iran, then b« must have taken the venerable companioni fot 
those pelly but scheming and litigant landed sentry of thai 
region who were wool to go to any length for realisation 
of their petty interest*. Vetfljr God hoi already declared : 
This is xhtlt aiiatnmenl of kncmledft l Surtlx ihj Lord hnmts 
'try 11WJ i.'ii'J' who liaie goat aitray} 

Projibri's attitude Inward* lili Hoiaebold 

The second condition we had set forth fot & univeaal 
religion claiming lo revolulinniie and improve the more* and 
manners of entire humanity was that its founder should not 
feign piety and self-abnegation for establishing a dynailic rule, 
HOI (he kings and conu,ueront of the old. In other words, 
he should never endeavour to promote the inieretu of his 
near and dear ones nor foist them upon the people in any 
way. 

Viewed in this light, "e come acioa* a miraculous aspect 
of the character of the holy Prophet »ho had been guided 
finm on High to answer the description thus ci firmed in (he 
Our 'an i ■■Thou art of a sublime nature."' This »ai the 
ch-iructerisilc leuture of prophetic morality emphasised by all 
the earlier messengers or God. Each ooeofthem had warned 
his people thus : "I ask of you no wage foi lhia, for none 
can recompense me except the Lord of Creation."' The 
Significance of this Prophetic mail was aril understood by 
Etopeior Heruclisit (610 641) who wa» versed in the Christian 
Scripture and also knew ihc ways of the kingi. On receiving 
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the letter addressed lo him by the holy Prophet. Heraelius 
derided 10 satisfy himself about "he sincerity of the Prophet. 
He sent for Abu Suf>an, ihe Qurayshite chief, who happened 
10 bo there on business. He asked several questions from 
Abu Sufyan, oik of which was if (here had been any aiog 
in the family of (he Prophet. On gelling a reply in negatis* 
be observed that the purpose of his enquiry was to ascertain 
whether the Prophet was not trying, to recover hb foil kingdom.' 

Now 1« us examine ihu index of prophethood from 
another angle, for it will afford proof that the holy Prophet 
never wanted tn wresi power from ihe Sauanidi and the 

Byzantine Emperors ■* ,hc A,ab *- alone for Buii Hubim 
and Hani Muttalib or the Quraysh. Nor evtn the ordinary 
companion! had any doubt about thr* aipeo of the mission 
of (he holy Prophet The answer given by Rabey b. 'Amir 
\o Ruaum. the Peraiao general clearly illustrates thi» point 
On being ataed by Roitam why had the Arabs invaded 
Penia, Rab-ey replied ; "God ha) appointed us that wc libe- 
rau the erratum of God from the bondage of their rellow 
beings and make ihcm submit lo the One and Only God."' 

The holy Prophet'* altitude toward! hb relation! and the 
mender* of hb family wai entirely different or rather contrary 
,o that usually adopted by worldly-minded leaden and rule... 
Those -bo were nearest to him were made to face the 
greatest trials and tribulation*, but MM always allocated the 
smallest .hare in spoils of war and emoluments. When 'Aqba 
b WD*. Shu-ayb. b. lUbra and Walid b. •Utba Hepped 
forward in the bottle of Dadr lo challenge the Quraysh.te 
Muslims, the holy Prophet ordered Ham/a, *B and Ub.yd. 
to face those celebrated warriors. There were numerous Mcccan 
Muslims present on the occasion who were equally eager a» 
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wdl as competent Co race the enemy's combatant, while Ihe 
three person* called up by the Prophet not only bllBBpri fn 
Bant Klthira. but were also closely related Id him M well as 
held dear by him. Bui be did noi summon anybody else 10 
light Ihe enemy in order lo save (how nearer to him from 
the impending dinger. They alio succeeded in toe task alto- 
led 10 ihcra : Kanua and -Alt eaae back unhurt while Aba 
■Ubayada was grievously wounded but all the three dealt a 
deathblow la thelt opponents. 

Conlrarily. "ben (he Prophet proclaimed the levy of Zaklt 
( a duty incumbent on every Mutlim to pay a part of WU 
living; an institution prescribed for social welfare of (be be- 
licvcri foe all times to come), he disqualified ha own dan of 
Ban! Hithim to detive any benefil from it. Again, when 
uiury was declared impermissible, he made ■ beginning by 
nikmg hi* own uncle -Abba* b. -Abdul Muualib to forgo 
the iniereu due (o him on the loan* advanced by him. When 
he abolished all claim; of blood -venseaBce pertaining (o the 
pagan pan, he also declared that the reprisal of fail cousin 
Rabi'a b. al-Hirith b. -Abdul Mutulrb stood rcmiHcd wfti 
(he annouocement. All these measures wcie announced by tba 
Prophet during bis Farewell Pilgrimage when he said mi his 
sermon : 

•■The iriory of (be days of Ignorance is abolished, 
and ihe fiiit usury I abolish is thai of my own uncle, 
'Abbls b. 'Abdul Muualib. Lo! the claims of blood- 
vengeance belonging (o the prc-lslamic period nave been 
abolished. The first daim on blood I remit is that of 
Rubra b. al-n ■ ;' who was suckled among Baoi Laitfc 
and was killed by the dan of Huday)." 1 

Ibr Last in Kteaaic any I'anira 

Unlike the kingi, rulers and political leaders the Prophet 



un Iha iilWij of libir b. 'Abdullah, 
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or God alwjyi kepi bis kins and kindredi in the background, 
and gave preference to others in diving oal gifts and rewards. 
■AH relate* tbat Fsiima had to work hard in grinding com. 
When she not the newt that some slave-girls had been 
brought to the Prophet, she went in him Tor icituesiiog 
one to be given 10 ber. Tbe Piopbct however, wu then not 
pre»enl in hn home. Filima mentioned iha mailer to 'Ayah" 
who talked to tbe Prophet about Pilima'i trouble. 'All says ; 
'The Apostle of God visited our house when wo had retired lo 
our bcdi. We were about to est up but he told ui to stay where 
we were. He then sat down so dose to roe thai 1 fell Ihe 
coldness or his feet on my chest. Then he said. "Let me 
guide you lo something better than what you have asked. 
When yon go lo bed, recite SiM . » Allah ( Glory be io God ) 
ihirty<threc times, Athamdu HUah , Praiie be to God ) thirty- 
three limes and AUah-Q-Akbcr ( God is most great ) thirty- 
four limes. This ii better than what you had asked of me."» 
In another report af tbe same incident banded down 
through another sourra. the Prophet is also reported to have 
added. "By God, I cannot give you anything at Ihe time 
when the bellies of my companions of Sulfa' bare been 
hollowed by hunger. I have nothing lo meet their expenses 
and I will sell these in provide for them."" 

Tbe Holy Prophet (peace he upon him) used to visit 
his daughter Tatimn whenever he went out or Madloa und 
always saw her first on return. When the Prophet came bock 
frum Ihe ripediuon of Tabiik he went to see Fatima following 
his usual practice. Fatima had purchased, a little while ago. 
a scarf for headweir and dyed ii in sulToro and hung a 
curtain on her door or spread a mattress on the Hoar. The 
Prophet saw these and turned bock to his mmque witbout 



J. \ ralwJ plallirfn in Ihe mmque at UeODu •hn livri ihr penir 

. i-ii ii JriHuui ui Rrnaioira in alKfctince upon ihe PrrphM. 

J. tbn Msju- ftiaW-aWif (Cat*, 'M> AJt* Vol. VII, pp. 2J-H. 
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going inside be, house. Fatima sent Tor RiUI la enquire why 
her father had tone back from tat doorsteps. Bilai enquired 
Cram the Prophet who fold htrn about the things he had seen 
lo Faiima'i house Dilil reported it back to Fatima who 
tore down the curtain atonoe, threw away the decorative 
pieces and replaced the new scarf by her usoal one. Bilal 
a; Bin repaired to the Prophet lo tell him about It. Thereupon 
Hie Prophet went to see Faiims and laid, "Daughter, yov 
ought (o live like this." 1 

Another report nys: • Our Fail ma made Hasan and 
Husain (then Kill children' put on silver bracelets. When the 
Prophet uw them, he wai annoyed and did not enter into her 
home. Perceiving, the cause of her father*! annoyance Fatima 
tiu>k off the bracelet- The children felt dbcnnwlaie and 
went weeping to the Prophet who look the bracelets from 
them and laid." Thnuban, take tbeie to such and auch (destitute) 
person. They belong to my household and I would not like 
them to enjoy these pleasure* in this very life."** 

Toll had been ibe menial outlook uf all the messengers 
of Cod, which was more pronounced in (he utterance of holy 
Prophet when he said. "No one b heir of (he propbeu; that 
which we leave is to be treated as alms and belongs to all 
M ultima." 1 

Always indifferent to pleasures of the world, the Prophet 
himielf led a frugal life, and also desired the same for the 
members or his family. Once he beteccheil God : »0 Lord, 
give sustenance to the progeny of Mohammad only (o make 
the two ends meei.""' 



UllaUnhu AlarH d-jsio/lsm, Msdins. !W; S*ink *WM4; 

.'>. !>.-,:'. 

t /Ml. p. J| ; AH /■,-..- '{.■■,.: Abm*. 
1 Sail* 5Wu AIM Di«*rf. 

«, Still, BmiUrt; SaUh Miulim. 
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Key lo Salvation 

How can il be pranrocd. in these circumitiinces. that the 
holy Prophet would have ever thought of bequeathing a dynastic 
rule or dominion or command of the Caliphate or Ino- 
rnate 1 lo hi> kinsmen.* Oa ibe contrary, the ideal of human 
equality and brotherhood a\ preached by blom was eipresscd 
in the maiim : Verily, nobility lie* in virtuous deed*." Il 
was nccawuy for upholding (hit doctrine that the holy 
Prophet i kinsmen and descendant! were urged to ilrire for 
achieving eminence and distinction, like all other followers of 
Itluoi. by giving a proof of their tuperior knowledge and 
virtuous deeds, self-sacrifice and irrvfce lo tbc people. This 
was in harmony with these Qnranic dictum* : 

••And vie with one another, battening to forgiveness 
from your Lord, sad to a garden whose breadth is a* 
heaven • and earth, prepared for the Cod 'fearing."* 
Qnr'an clearly state* thai every man it hit own redeemer ; 
his success and failure in this world and the ncit. depends 
on hi* own endeavour. 

"And that a man shall have to hi* acconnt only as 
he ho* laboured; and thai ha endeavour thai) surely 
be seen, then he shall be recompensed Tor it with the 
fullest recotnpensa. *' 

And nobody will be called upon to bear the burden of 
other*; everybody will be responsible for hi* own omissions 
and commrstitin*. 



1 . Imainaii hai ■ wide cunnolaUin . - i. ■ wllh *bu>lulr and ■«** iwwtn 
ucarrUm lo Shi'itf •<■- <•*■» -ill be dealt wkb lain on. 

2. Aoonlina to StVite doctrine Iinimnie and Calanhite devoliol on 
'AH who wai divinely appointed at the Crn idccwut and *raf 
imprtneile. The lnu.cn uwuld desrmd fnun the arnMiulK line and 
ihe wold cannot tail ■nbom him. !• u ilin incumbent on all to 
aclnoatrdtc h» IcMmlup In all temporal and ipk-ituil milieu 
(P.; it Xoidi, p. n I Call Kifi. p. KH) 

3. q. s 1 m 

* Q. 51 : 1*41 
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"Every soul earn* tinly io iu own account ; do suul 
ladeo bean Ihe load of another." 1 

Once the holy Prophet addressed hit nearest kins calling 
them by name, to Mil Ihern that they could have whatever 
ihey desired from his possessions but he would be of no help 
to them in the obligations they owed (□ God He said : 

"O Bini "AM MunSf. 1 would not be of any help 
lo you in mailers relatio* 10 Cod; 0 Salia. aunt or 
the Prophet. I would be helpless in affairs that relate 
■o God ; O Filima bint Mohammad, uk whatever you 
like from thai whieh I possets but in matters rclatinr; to 
God. ! would be helplen."* 

Indeed, the Prophet settled llie matter for all times to 
come by declaring that: "Whosoever Iraili behind in actions 
cannot jet ahead by his lineajre." 

Order ol Caliphale 

The precedence of the first four Caliphs it really indicative 
of divine wisdom. 

Thai Abu Baler belonflnn to Banu Tamirn. was elected as 
the Brit Caliph by the Muslim' in preference to an) one belon- 
ging lo the Prophet's household or his family or even to Boni 
Hflihimor Banl Mutlalib. was not by mere chance nor was it 
h'oughl about by intrigue or crafty manoeuvring. It came to 
happen in order that there should remain no doubt that Islam 
does noi favour dynastic rule. Whether it be Caliphate or 
Imimate. the succession depends on one's capability, service 
irodcrcd 10 the community und the opinion of the masses. 
It was also not adventitious that for many ccniurict io come 
Baal Hiihim were treated in a like' manner by God n well 
as ihe body-politic of the Muslims. They were held in esteem 
by the entire community but only because of their knowledge, 
piety. self-abnegation and service to the community. Muslims 
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loved and revered them a* their leader* ; whenever Warn w« 
in danger, they came forward lo defend il ; and ihe MuU.m 
wcieiy *ai alway* rejuvenated. | iven a new life by them Ihrongb 
■citing an example or iheir own perfection or ipirii and 
morah. Sink U tkt erdulnint of Allah. Ike Af/gafy, ikr 
Knout HI* 

Accuracy amd Prwertalioo of tkt CM'*" 

Yet another prerequitite. ai bdleated earlier, tor a 
perennial prophcthood it ihai the revelation .oochaafed lo ihe 
lost and final peophet, which form* ihe bulb or Hi doctrinei 
and leaching*, and serve* a* a connecting link between ihe 
Creator and the created. rtotrtd be preatrved without the 
change or a dot should remain intelligible and be recited and 
IfM and studied by the people at all ihnei at a Info* 
icripture. It ihould not meet the Tate of earlier rettlaitotM 
which were mutilated and changed, nor ihoold It become an 
ancient writing to be preened hkr an archaeological exhibit. 

Quranic pronouncement* oa the »ubject are quite dear 
and explicit. At the time the Our'an wai being revealed 
to the holy Prophet by Archangel Gabriel, and the Piopbei 
frit anxiou* to commit it all the more readily to b'a memory 
in order to reproduce the Word or Cod eiacti,. without any 
change to other*, he wax promiied that : 

-Own it I* lo gather il. and to recite H. So "hen We 
recite h. follow thou it* recilxlion- Theo Our* it it to 
explain il. '' 

The proml*e to fix the Our'an in the memory of the Prophet 
having been fnlultod. it »w conveyed to the people who memo- 
rtted it m part or the whole of il. Thereafter expedition. 



The martyrdom of 11"** and Ihe"* r>« ho ptooenr <<»**»• 
aaainai IJliatl anil enouvnurBl (or lo* revival of uu» Huh » wo 
wrll-knmra end UmU tflom ImJ «n honoured pkaea In i*» annab 
nf moil of ihe Iilan.it couairk*. and an Mill ■ *«rot aC In-plralBO 
10 all Muilimi, 

7J : JM» 
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and bairtei followed ; Muilims began to be dispersed in distant 
lands, but the Quran continued onchanged in Hi original 
form tinee God hid already held out Hi* word fa safeguard 
H In the end or time. 

•■Verily We 1 il is We who hive revealed (he \ 1m r itioa 

■ad We are iU Guardian."* 

Ttsdroony nf oon-Mwdim Scholars 

K ii not necessary to cite here the finding* of Mnaliin 
scholars about preservation of Ihe Qur'ln for nobody has 
ever expressed any doubt about it esecpl ihe Shines. Absolute 
parity of the Quranic text, free of all corruption!, accretions 
and mutilations, U the creed held by those belonging to Ahl- 
Sunnah." Let ui have the testimony of ■ few noa-Muilim. 
specially Christian scholars, who ate aireed that IheQur'an a 
■■the rnort widely read book in existence.'* 1 

European scholars of Iilam, commonly known is Orienta- 
liiti, do not ihari the farfh of the Muilirru that the Quran 
was revealed by God. but they afiee with them that the Qur'an 
hu never been subjected to anything, such at. redaction of 
the Holy Text. Sir William Moir, not vary lympathelle ti» 
Ilium and its Prophet, and whose allegations uguinvi Ihe latter 
in his Life of Mahoml forced Srt Syed Ahmad Khan known 
for nil liberal view* and modernism, to pen the Klmibai-I- 
Ahmadiya to refute him. acknowledges the textual purity of 
the Qor'in in these words : 

« Contending and embittered factions, taking their 
rise in the murder of OUiman hinncli within ■ quarter 
of a century from the death of Mahomet, have ever tince 
rtnt the Mahometan world. Yet but one Conn has been 

£ Wis 

% Thtre art wvusl tnatnn ie Arab* Jcilim »lih ihe preservation, 
KTip* etc.. jr the Qoi'ln tn Arab*:. Urdo tiumiae people at to 
Uiroaeh (he U'lkh S*lu/.iSamt*i by 5. N«»*» All 

1 CMilcx Fraocli Potter. ■"" ■' ■■ ' 1 1 ' r ' Lint tj. 1 ■■ | . Wood line*. 

;■ I ; rhillep K. Win. Hiwy of ihr London. 1*11. 

p. 1*. 
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current amon-pi ihcm ; and the consentaneous use by them 
all iu every *|e up to the present day or the tame 
Scripture. is an irrefragable proof that we hate now 
before us ths very re<t pteprrrd by command of the 
unfortunate Caliph. There ii probably in the world no 
other work which has remained twelve centuries with to 
pure » MU.' * 

Wherr> write* in his commentary on ihe Qur'ln : 

■•The leic or the Qur'an it the purest of all work* of 
a like antiquity." 1 
Lane-Poole lenities | 

•* It is an immense mem in the Kuran thai there is 

no doubt as in its genuineness Thai very word we can 

now read with full confidence that it hai remained 
unchanged through nearly thinecn hundred years."' 
Botworlh Smith hai reached the conclusion thai : 

"In the Kuran, we have beyond all reasonable doubt, 
the eiact words or Mohammad, without substruction and 
without addition."' 

Prof Arnold wntrs in the Mamie Faith ! 

■ The text of this letcnsion substantially corresponds 
10 the actual utterances of Muhammad himteir."* 
Many more evidences can be produced in support or the 
pcetenation of Quranic teu in its anginal form but il is 
perhaps not necessary to prolom this discussion with further 
citations. 

Sal'ltc Creed ia retard H 'be Qm'U 

Let us oow take the 5h»'ite belief in retard to the Qur'ao. 

1 S\r William Mviit. lift =/ Alotatart. LntaOo. 191 1, Vol. t, pp. XXII- 
XXI 11 

2 When). E. M.. * Cvrr>*—<'< CommrMfr « f** 0"'««. Vol I 
London. p W 

J. Una and Lflfltl- SWreriia./r— rt* Tuinbet. Uimton, 

W» Intro, b. b~ 

4. n — .nil iioMt. AMa-MnW oaJ M.4am."fttat«- . London, l«74, 

P. 22. 

i. AinoW. T. W„ W**< BW*. LutHM. p. 9. 
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They hold (hat ihe Quranic text w»i mutilated; (here li 
almost a consensus among their scholar* od ihti point. 1 
*Allima Niin Tabnui has written a treatise entitled Fml-al- 
arlib fi-Eihhai Taknf Knot RaHb el-Arbd* In which be 
toys that mere lhao two thontand lepoiis handed down 
by the Imams positively assert that there how been many 
alterations in the leit of the Qur'an wc have al present." 
Until the tenth or the eleventh century, that u. 10 the time 
of •Allama Bjqar Majtiti who was ihe greatest cipounder 
or Shi* He faith, or even thereof) er. the Shi'lfe doctors have 
(wen advertising the view that (he Qur'an has been tubyxwd 
to altrrai ; . additions and redactions.' We have already 
referred to 'AllJma Khomeini's views m regard to Qur*lo 
wherein he said that it posed no problem (for the compa- 
nions) to defcte those verses (declaring 'All as vicegerent 
of the Prophet and the principle of Imamale). tn moke Inter- 
polationi in Ihe divioe Scripture and put the Qur'an out of 
light (o the cod nf time." He has also asserted that -'the 
charge of corrupting (their scriptures! btM by Muslims on the 
Jews and Christian* is piuvcn afainst lime companions. "* 

Usd Kjfi is one of the mnn authentic ihcologKal worts 
on Shi'liim- It gives a number of eiamptei to ihuw that 
several verses werr deleted fmm the Qur'an while others were 
inserted in it." The book makes the allegation that about 



L Only fi>ui -,i ■ doaoc. SaJOq. Sham* MurttML Abu rati Tflrf 
and Abu 'AH l*|tm-i an ticrplki™ id Uiii aerial i(cw or 'An 
Ibo'tmi ■. bW mme al than an rapraifd la hawt ncinlcd 
(hair view*. Anyway, ihcic h alwayi a dnubt Mat (ley m«hi Mvi 
■ijiiusco ukh opm. in Ipvut xf purity of thi Qu'iin 
ni lira liajtiC principal ul lagaiija or diwamuiMiin of unr'i 

mm. 

1 rba> h ■ ■. hn rrccntlr been publiibeil is PakMan. 

3. rWa /It s Wt, Nai.f- Im a. H.p. ill. 

4. Fn daaiU t» M. Manroor N.xniipi, him ZnwAio, Imim >.,.■■—. 
mm- Skt'it, Luekm™ |9»4. p. flt, 

' »■ i !■' '. mp. ofta p. 114. 

S Ar-Bur.^-yiarA/^./w.nf.tailLuckn.w, Hoi A H. pp. ML 
1(4-6* .nd I*' Ibe audiot al (ha burt 1. np-ntd M have M I 
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two-thirdi or the Qur'in hai been pilfered uacm it ©rlcioally 
contained ■* many U seventeen ihDuiand veraet.' Shfitea hold 
that the Qur'in id iu original Toim wa» complied by Caliph 
■Ali aod il ia Hill m the Mfe etuiody of lb* Chalb (hidden) 
Imlm. Arratding lo tbetr belief the Qur'in with ihe Imam 
6*fl'* i» entirely different from ihe cabling one." A few of 
their Imlm* an oo record ibai they poucued the original 
Qur'ao known aa Mu*taf-i-Fatlma (Faiima** Scripture) which 
war ihree times more voluminous iban tha cabling Qur'in. • 

Indifference la the Qur'an 

The holy Qur'in » rtad at a (tit-book by praciically 
•very Muslim in every part of the world and the number of 
thou who commit it to memory rum jnlo hundred! or 
thousands ; there would hardly be a town where a few of iu 
mcmotben would not be found or where the whole of rt U 
not recited once or twice in lh« turaniti* prayers durin| 
Raroadhan; yet. the Shi'ilei hare abowo litlVe interest in hi 
teaching and preaching which is apparently > logical reiull 
of ibeir attitude lowarda tha Word of God. Il U commonly 
believed thai the Shi'ileado not ha.e the hhuffax or the memenseis 
of the Qur'in. The writer of ihcie lines hai had an occasion 
of meeting with an aaperienee of liollor nature during hb 
lour of Iran in 1971. which confirmed tbil impression. Wherever 
there b a Muslim rellg>ous gathering. Europe and America 
not excluded, a Muslim b alwayi found who can recite a imall 
chapter ttr a lew verses of the holy Qur'an before initiating 

Ihe HlHlllti'! 1 ! °' ■ iwttw* Bul iD lr " 11 wu <Kne,w '* e - 
The writer hud gone to that country a» the head of a 
delegation deputed by the World Muslim Orgaobation. He waa 

cr*iUrt4 ftam rap 

. •- by Imini >--■-■,:-.: b. . i'.. j . Ik* twelfth and itte 

!■ ! : - r 
I. V*t Klfi, of. til.. P. J' I. 
1. p. 111. 

1. p. l«. 
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invited to a meeting held (o welcome tbe delegate) by an cmineni 
theologian known ai Ayatullah ai hit residence In Zariin N*il. 
Tehran. The meeting he fan vilh the recitation of the Qurln 
'mi <l wai read from a copy af ths Scripture held by the 
■00 or the theologian The writer alo heard recitation or the 
Qur'fln jn the moiquc* of 0«m and Mcthbad relayed rroni 
canettei or Egyptian qarlj.' Tha indifference! lo (be Holy 
Book aeetni lo be the reaaon why Iranian libraries lack tuck 
illuminated copin of the Qur'fin ai arc normally found In 
aim oat every libtary of the Ulamic world. 

An Eje-oaeaer to Dcnfcra of the Qur'aa 

llow can anyone claiming lo be a Muslim bul denying 
the ahtotutc purity the Qut'in can present fail erred lu othen 
with con lidenee or claim that Islam n tbe only saving principle 
Tot man 1 How ugly and unattractive it the picture of Ulan 
and in early adherent! painted by tbotc who belie-* in the 
penenion of the Qur'an and how can they, with these 
concept! in their braini invite otbera to five faith to the truth 
of Itlam T Doe! one need anything more to rebut the claim 
of lilam ai the laM and eternal faith of mankind 7 

Tha Doctrine of Imaroale 

The fourth and the lait condition mentioned by ui h* 
a perennial prophethood wai thai the prophet thould be the 
centre of afiVciioni and tource or guidance for hh> follower!. 
Like the Onenen of God. the Prophet it the aole cipotitar 
of divine Uwi and command!. Dr. Sir Muhammad {qbaJ ha* 
correctly explained the cultural value of the Anality of prophet - 
hood in It lam in one or fail anklet on Qadiaoiam in which 
be sayi : 

■Muilimi arc naturally extraordinarily aruaitive to (hot* 
movement! which jioac a threat to their unity ; fcr. hlamic 
unity derivca in strength from tbe anality of ihe Prophet „..„. 



I. Radon of tna Qur'an. 
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We believe that lilaai as a religion «" rove ill rd 
by God bui bUra « a society ot community owes it* 
eiisience to ibe pcrfonalily of ike haly Prophet™.' 
Let u> now take ibe belief* and docirinC* of IrnnmJte 
held by the Shl'itei as given in (he OUl *V 1 The Imam, 
according to their belief, a a successor 10 the Prophet appointed 
by God. Id that capacity he U infallible, endowed wlih the 
divine gilt or impcrabilily. and bai 10 be obeyed by all in 
rciicioui as vrdi at temporal mailer*. He ii equal in dignity 
or rather exoells the prophet*. Divine judgement of man'* 
faith depends on the Imams for they are the source of 
rcliginut certainty. World cannot last without an Imam 
pad it it incambjnt on every faithful to ackoowfcdge lm 
leadership. Therefore, be is w be obeyed like the Ntcucnger 
or God. The Imims have the authority to declare anything 
permiwible or impeimistihie for they are divinely protected 
again-! error and sin. One who had faith in in loioin would 

attain *al*at»on even if he were a sinner and wrongdeer. 

The Unarm are equal in dignity "> 'he last Prophet but higher 
than all oiher messeorm of God ; they r«»» 
of what was and what will be. lhat b. the past and future. 
The deeds of all crcatum of God are presented every day 
before the Imam. wbt> are conlinuuHy paid visits by the angel* 
They experience Ascension every Thurvlay while a new 
scripture It sent down to them each year in Shob-i-QoJr 
(height of Power). They possess authority over death and can 
pant whatever of this world or the hereafter ihey liia on 
whomsoever they are pleased to confcr. The lugmlkance ol'lhi* 
concept of Imamale has been construed even by non-Mushm 
wnten » making Use lmim* ' ponaacn oT the divine nalute."- 
The inference drawn by another Hurcrcnn w.iicr W hanow 
b ; -With the light of Jnramal coaiicually Bowing into the 



I. (cwr-in:. L»iif AhmWIed) H*flk*l*<. L.aorr. P. 
I. Ifi* Kofi, f. en. vp. 
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world. Ihe tmtiluie uT prophetitaip. or aponJeibip. occupied 
only in auxiliary paittlo«:"> Phillip K. Hiui hat alio correctly 
aliened the implication! of IHBN for tie ayi : * The 
rounder of lilam made a (evelation, the Koran. Ihe iuicrmedurj 
between Cod and man. (he Shfah made ibe Inlei media ry 
a peraon, the imam. To ■! believe in Allah the ooe God" 
and *I x eve in the revelation of the Koran, which r* uncteaied 
rrom eternity', (he Shfitei now added a new article of 
railh : •! hel*ve thai the Imim especially chosen by Allah 
ai the faeaiet or a part of the divine beinf i» (he leader 10 
salvation." 1 

Iranian loflomc* 

This eiaijeraied view or Imamaie which n.°ei beyond 
racial and lineal chauvinism to raiM the lmirai to the position 
of divinity, reflects the ancient creed of Iran in the divine 
origin of in.-:- In (he pre-Ulamie Iran retigioa* and temporal 
authority used to be exercised by particulai tribes. It was 
concentrated in (he region of Media in the ancient pail ; 
afler Zoroasiriaoitm conaolidated its hold on the cnon(ry. 
relifious leadership came to be held by the al-Moahiu ((ibe. 
The Iraniani believed that the priestly cIjis war the ihtidow 
of Cod on earth, created for (he service of ■■ and. therefore, 
ihe ruler or the country ihould also be rrom their tlesh 
and blood. In the cttimation or Iranian) the ruler was an 
incarnatioo of God and il wu bit prerogative to ulhoate a> 
chief pricit at the lire-aUer 

The motive behind acceptance •■ I i I i i hy the Iranian* 
and Ibe peculiar concept or Imamute held by them ha* ten 
Ihui raplained by an eminent Fgypiian ichulor Dr. Ahinid 
A.i in in (he Z"hal-Iil.im : 

-A gieal majority or the liaiuan were led to (he 

I. II \ ii GMh* and ■>■ H. Kramerc, 5*"J*- eV) J»/*iaA* •>/ 
UUm. teiden. 191). p. IM. 
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failb in Shi'tim because they were acniMomed. 10 attribute 
divinity lo their monarch*. They beliesed Ihoi ihe Wood 
running In the >eln* of the mien wa* different fiom thai 
pcictilating in the body of a common man. Therefore, when 
they embraced Warn, they viewed the holy Prophei in 
the same light ns they were attuned to treat their tovereign*- 
Thus ihey associated divinity lo Use Prophet'* boustluilil 
like the member* of old imperial famine*. 

••When the prophet bid farewell lo the world, they 
were instinctively convinced thai only the Prophet - * kin* 
could bctODM hi* successor*."* 

faith In Imam Gha'lb 

The culminating point of tliii exaggerated concept of 
Imamate attributing rl with a substance ot prophcthood and 
frequently with the drvrne attribute*, is the belief in ibe twelfth 
concealed or tmamCha'ih. Hit birth and subsequent concealment 
and then guidance of the faithful to the end or lime 
transcend* the law of physical existence on this eanb. In 
accordance with their belief*, the rwelftb Imam Muhammad 
withdrew In a cave in the town Surruman Ra'i, alongwith hit 
family and dependent*, ten day* before ihe death of hii father, 
ihe eleventh Imam al-Haian al-Askari. Il is believed that 
ht i* ttill alive and will reappear again in the last days ai the 
afiVtifi or "Director" to rule over the whole world.' 

U is alio held by the Elhna 'Aihari or the Twelver *ect 
of the Shi'ites thnl initially the Init Imam mainiaioed contact 
wilh hi* follower* and guided ihem from hi* cave. After a 
time, lie went into tola) concealment and nobody can have 
access to him now until he decide! to reappear again. 1 

■Mian a I. Imnir mi ' ■. view* aliWul Imam* 

Lett M<mebody may think that these wcrrdulriui dogma* 

(. /.V / i. in. I CM' 1 ' 1,11 ll ' r : "" 

1. ViH til; *fi «*„ pp. 201. 

1. An-N-rl al-Tabraii, £*r*J/ Tatvmi, Tibran. 1 JOj A. H., p. DP. 
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were- held by the people before the dawn of en light en meal 
but now the in formed ind educated persons, particularly 
ofler the Islamic revolution, mud base cbaogril their views, 
we give here io extract from Imam Khomeini's A!-llukimainl- 
Iilamiyati. He iaji: 

" The Imim occupies the Glorious Station, [he supreme 
place and fields such a delegated authority of gene^ii 
thai everything in this universe submits to his surpassing 
glory. In accordance with the accepted tenets of out 
religion neither any angel of the highest rank nor anyone 
sent ai a prophet can attain the sublime position of an 
Imim. As rclaied in our ahaduh (he Great Prophtt and 
ihc Imams eaJstcd before (he creation of this cosmic order in 
the form of light, encircling the Throne of God and enjoying 
such propinquity lo Him as known only to God." 1 
Imim Khomeini enteriaini belief in the Imam Glia'tb 
(the Hidden Imam) like all other theologians of (he tthna 
•Asluri sect- Although more than a thouiand years have 
passed since his concealment, the Imam may reappear, accor- 
ding 10 'Allama Khomeini, after a lapse or another few 
thousand years. 

A Beatific Vtsloa of Shah Wali-ultah 

These polytheistic beliefs about the Imam bung lo reason 
the beatific vision of Shah Wuli-ullah in which he claims to 
hove seen the holy Prophet and ashed hit opinion about the 
Shi'ite scot. The Prophet b stated to hate told him that 
the misbelief inherent in its need could be understood by the 
term Imim. Shin Wali-ullab further say* that after his descent 
from his spiritual transport he gave thought to the matter 
and came to understand how the belief in (he impeccability 
of the Imam, unquestioning obedience to him and his reception 
of revelaiion* the dmiociue feature* of the prophets 



I. -AUuna Khomeini. AI.IMtm*t ■MlfriN'h KiUnMMna fc.iun 
iiUmi, p. il. 
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or God—amounted lo aVtusl of the fiiwlily of lui Prophet.'* 1 
The aittiom '-amp of llea.en 

The Prophet of Islam, may the peac* and Hewing* of 
God be upon him. deierves oul merely our »ubmJiiion 10 hi* 
command* but much more than thai Every bebe«er hu to 
cultivate «0 affection and devotion. «Q emotional and .piriluul 
•Uachment to bim thai eWfWU the love Tor one'* owo life, 
progeny and property. N*u lo God. the ardour for the 
holy Prophet ahould be mote inteaae iban the regard for 
any human being, be he one or the propteu'i household, a 
doctor of religion or a taint perfect of anul. The Prophel 
u like Ibe Gloriou* lamp or heaven while aU other*— hb 
eompank.n5. kioi. the reformer! and the juru-conniL. the 

revolnu'onarie* and Ihe cuoijucror* bear rewmblaoct to 

Many bo»t* made radiant by the wo. 

EiilogiUlc Poetry 

The doctrine of Iroamate k at odd* with the nurturing 
of under haling i for Ihe holy Prophet A logical remit of 
Ihe reliance on Imamatc a* an article of faith ha* been that 
Shi'ite wriitn ba-e foiled to produce good Uo B raphiei of the 
holy Prophet or oda in Ml prau*. Tbc.r rhymi lamenting 
the martyrdom of Huwin and penegyrlcal poem* in the honour 
of the Prophel** household do e*pro* eaquiiiie impmaion* 
of theit hean and can be clawed as paiotingi with the gift of 
jpoech but when it come* to the eulopura of the Prophet their 
compoMtion* betray (he lack of poef* innermoit feeling* iuuing. 
in rhythmic language. They have fa-led to produce any poet 
inditinc laudatory verwa comparable to even Amir Mmi i 
Aiur Hwaln Kali. MuhuD Hlhorwi, Muhammad Iqbil or 
Talu >Afi Kban. lei alone of the calibre of Qodti and Jiml. 
The reawn for their failure i* not far to leeL. The writer 



i. suit, waii-uiiah, AJ-Dw-ui n— h /UMmlMm* M* 
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of these I had thrown light oa litis iuuc In one of hit 
•■ ■ it . ) entitled Daiya't Kabul Sc Darya'i Yatmik Tak. It would 
dik be oat of place 10 reproduce hit observations here. 

" The revered Imam* of tit Piophct*i progeny hi>« 
always been very like lighthouses or guidance in the 
grounding tea or ilarkneu. No Mutluns true |o hit 
V . ii-. can have ibe least doubt about ii Dot we reel 
lhal their immoderate emotional attachment and extra- 
vagance in the a dotal ion or the Prophet's household baa 
overcome their intellect and conscience. Id oar opinion 
thru luperabuodaiKe or alTeeiinn for the Prophet's houre- 
hold has weakened their regard and ardour for (he 
Prophet hmiKir, although it should hate been the ruling 
pauion or every Muslim. For the Prophet's kins are 
honoured by ui because or the Prophet hirmeir. he deserves 
our devotion mora than anybody else. It seem* that a 
part or the love and regard which was due to the holy 
Prophet has got itwir surreptitiously transferred u hat 
household. 

The eulogistical poetry °** 1,311 versified rn the later 
period lacks intensity of passion and exquisite felicity that 
unmortalim the feelings of love for the Prophet. The 
panegyrical poems io the honour of the Prophet's house- 
hold and verses Umcotirag the martyrdom of Husaia and 
'All as well as those describing (he hardsbipa undergone 
by them breathe a spirit or tenderness. This dfflereoee in 
the painting or rnoermost Teelinp can be seen everywhere 
to the 5hi*i» poetry. For instance, u* we compare tlx 
elegies of Anis and Dabir with eulogiitical rhymes com- 
posed by them or (heir contemporary poets »• would 
see a marked difference between the two. The one 
would seem (u be a genuine work of art white the other 
an attempt at mimicry. This holds good, mora or less, 
for the biographies or the Prophet and hit household. We 
have noticed the effect of this attitude in other sphem 
also. The Iranians have a greater regard for the shrines 
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than the mosques and mote intense longing for paying ■ 
visit to Najaf nod Kacbala and similar oiher holy places 
than for performing the Hnj or undertaking a journey to 
call at the two sacred mosques. 

"Thil altitude of our Shi'itc brother! might be a reactiou 
to the failure of certain o«en«»lous Sunnite scholar* who 
sometimes fail to acknowledge tbe services of or do not 
pay (be honour due to tbe household of the holy Prophet. 
But this turn of mind ii something more thin a mere 
reaction. Their introtc pauloo of love, ardent regard and 
devotional leaning* seem u> be encircling the spiritual 
centre of Prophet's houiehold and their intemperate gloriti- 
catloD of Imamate is capable of holding It up a* a rival or 
prophcthood, attributing the characteristics of tbe latter to 
the former. If it coroci to take that course, then the entire 
life-pattern of ill votaries would be woven round an 
emotional centre which might come up to vie with the 
attachment to the leader and lait of the Prophet!.*'' 

Approbation or Dcannciatioa 

The incredulous beliefs of ibe Shi'ilcs and their eiagge- 
rsted ideas presenting the Prophet's household as supernatural 
beings, sometimes making the Imams partakers or divinity, 
help to portray them ai character* with contradictory motals 
and behaviour. They present ibcm, including Calipb 'All 
who was known for his valour, spirit and detterminaiion, as 
men lackiog boldness, courage of conviction, losing their 
nerves in speaking out what they considered to be correct 
and right, procrastinaiing always and taking recourse u> 
dissimulation as masters in the art of disguising their creeds, 
not at all to an apologetic way, but considering it at an act 
of merit and means of gaining propinquity to God." They 
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are tome timet stated to have concealed the liuth and teachings 
o( ibe Prophet when with a liutc courage or do great dsnpci 
)o iheit own person, ibey had the opportunity of winning lb* 
support of ihe people. The biographical accounts of the Imimi 
written by Shi' iK scholars pieseoi them at strategists and Inin- 
|ueri. wirepuller of umternoundmoremeoi* like ibe (-'fee Mesons 
and Ik wan -us- Safe. 1 Their writings fail to itir np courage and 
ambition, fortitude and venturesome spirit for the came of It lain 
which hoi always appeared at the darkest hoar of MmJim 
history and turned the tablea on its adversaries.' Iqbal has 
correctly lined the tlerling features of such godly louli in a 



Salmin. lie »n*xff v m U the moit honoured before • ; ■ I who ui 

I hi . j.ji' - mwl in corenhns ihe failh and ha b tbt mo* 
damn red uho pufaUihci u." Imam Dtqar « rcpoflol to ha*e mM : 
"He It deartit M mo ofcn a mutt pious, icraed in \ rii ptu _i. . • 
endhkSaanyourlcneu." (Vul.KiJI, pp. cU-M). Sftriu docson 
■ ■ - ■ iiatn ihil omlb-iaauj o( Lhor faith tontuu o( taaaiijai s*4 
nets who docs not practice it. bat no laiih at alL (p. 

I |i io-ui-H ifi (BitUikd cf runt}) wat a tecnt ... ! ■ durina th* 
AM>«- l perliid. It wat an huerolipi. rclecUc -.>... I nf popular 
rMlowfihy. The lkhwan formed not only ■ pbllotophval but sl*o 
a reluno-fioliftcal Miociation with ultra Sbl'iie. probable lunatiie, 
•WW' and uere rppmo] Id the EsltUog political order, wnich ihr» 
evidently eJmrJ to overthrow by uodemumni tba popuUr inialleciual 
lyium and rcliatoui i< I ■ ' Ileoce aritet Ibe cotcurit* lurroutnlui 
Ihtir icltviiici sod tnemberthtp. hshdtO wn Utdr rantia Id the 
fourth ttrtuiy A. p. Ttwy held mating in canwra and no outsider 
Mi allnwad lo narticioara to than. A eolleouoQ o( their oplillet. 
Until, 51 in number, trutini dalerani Kteoat was raropllsd but 
ihe nimet ol ibe wrucrt Upt utifl. Mu'uillUe* and Mbtn 

I I 1 1 .< f !i ii to Iheli way of through t uted to maha out roeica and 
tmugale ihem Into cSnct I dun* countries. ThcM Idlers ti< 
pwblithed 'rum Levitf in II ! '-. from ■ombaj in 1M& snd horn 
Pajpt In (For details ke MMmry a/ .->■ 4<oa>) mj». (*., pp. 
JT2-7J. aul). 

2. A deiaikdi account of then rsvnallM movtrneoit will be found In 
Hi. iuidm*! *J blamlc Volt. MIL 
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couplet which says: 

The freehanded sinters beau Dai a and Siaanilar. 
Whose poverty smaks or spirituality tad valour. 
Mark or a courageous man is valour and truthfulness. 
For lions oT God know not how w be heartless.* 

Chanctir ml -All and his Profeor 

Tha holy Prophet's hojsehold. hi* nearest kins, paiticn- 
!j i > Caliph 'Alt aod hit descendants were men of great self- 
respect Unlike descendants at Other irlieinus leaden they 
never tried to lake advantage of the lave and regard of the 
people because of their relationship in the Prophet of 111 am. 
Let alone deriving any worldly benefit, they diidainrd 10 
claim any kind of privileged petition 01 miraculous power* 
ai were atlribuicd to them later on. Historical and biogra- 
phical literature concerning these torn of Islam enumerate 
numerous eaampk* of their restraint, simplicity, dignity 
and indifference lo the thing) worldly. They were a class by 
themselves entirely different from those belonging lo priesthood 
among the followers of other religions living on the labour 
of others. A few lattancet of their lives will illustrate their 
character. 

Once Hasan b. 'All was on an errand of making purchases. 
He asked the prke or a certain artrcle which was 10W by the 
shop-keeper. Thereafter, somehow the shop keeper came la 
know thai he was the grandson of the Prophet- He reduced 
the price as a concession to him hut Hasan left the shop 
withoui purchasing the wanted article. He said later on thai 
he did not want any concession to be made for him. 

luwarlyah b. Asmi. the personal attendant or 'All b Hutain. 
who Is also known by the name of Ziloul 'Abldln, relates 
that the latter never availed himself oT any concession e»«n 
equivalent to a dirham because uf his kinship lo the holy 
Prophet.' 



I. f.,... 
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Whenever 'All t>. HuibId went oo ■■ journey he ocvct 
allowed (he ptoplc (o know his name ind affiliation. On 
bcins asked (be reason for ii he replied: "I do not want thai 
I should be benefited by them while I am unable (o do io."« 

The deKEDdunu of Caliph 'AD had inherited the courage 
and fortitude of (beir forefaiben who bod al 1 ■ ■ naked their 
li«es for the defence of what (hay rooildcred Hi be true and 
right and had «t ■ flowing csample of self- sacrifice for a 
nobler cause. Z*yd b. 'AH («on of Zalnul 'Abldin) at rem pled 
a mine In 122i740 .'■ linii Hiahim b. 'Abdul Malik, th* 
Umayy&d Caliph who was (he niati powerful mlet of hit 
day, carried larger imperial armies before him In social 
battles, and was ultimately crucified.' Muhammad, a crcai- 
grandson nf Hasan, "hove lofty standard of virtue had obtained 
for bun ihe name of an Naf$-us-Zakl)<a. or (he Pure Sool'. 
ratted (he banner of rcvoll agalnK ihe 'Abbasid Calipb Maniar at 
Medina in Rajab MJ September. 762 while Ins brmber Ibrahim 
b. 'Abdullah g«e balUe to the troopt <ent against him a( 
Basra in Zil H|Jja. 145/Ma.rcn, 76). Imam Malik and Imam 
Aba Hanifa. the 'under* of Ihe (wo important and popular 
juristic Khoo It of Sunmtes sided wiih Muhammad and Ibrahim 
by urging (heir followers to lake Oath of feall) to them and 
aba ofiered financial assataocc for Ibeir cause, The struggle 
or (he iwa brothers closed with a heroic fight and death of 
Muhammad at \hjai oz-Zavi near Medina an 15th ftomdhan. 
MS; 7th December. 7h2 and Ibrahim al K r.r - on 3<*ib ZH-HdJa. 
I4S,'l5(h March, 7#J. Imam Malik and lmim Abu Hanifa 
bad (0 under (o severe hardships by incurring the displeasure of 
the Caliph mim' 

These insur/eciiooi speak volume* of the courage and 



I. Ibn Khalllkin. Waffii al-Stf*. Vol. II, p *U. 

I The Incident Is mentioned br hluiviani like IMi lirii 

Tabri. Ihn Atkir and Ibn Ksihir. 
1. Imlm Abu HMltWi had •'ti lupinmed Ihe Urn revolt cf Zayri b. 
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intrepidity or Ihe Alidi but the few and far between oceurnncea 
of ihH nature lend to tbow that Ihe deueaduiii of tbe Caliph 
'All had. by and large, arrived al the eoncluilon that there 
tu do need Id riie in revolt egaioil tbe well-«wabliilwd 
•Abbaiid Caliphate, holding iwny over a greater pan of Aaia 
aod Africa, since it was maintaining law aad order promoting 
learning and nrti and trying to enforce command roe <U of bum 
u Ibe law of the land. They did not want lo fan Iba fire 
of disorder aod lawlenoeu among the Mmlinu. and deaired 
no pereooal gain at the com or the van majority or ibetr 
oo-relijioonii. lnitead. they devoted their energtea 10 the 
tptiitual uplifl and religiooi guidance of ibe Muiliroa. which, 
by no iireleh of imagination, can ba cooMruad u proaaatt- 
natioo ot distimulatioo ai implied b> imputing ttftfJIM to 
them. 

Tba author had made an apprnital of the valuable terviee 
tendered to Iilam by the ilttmrloui progeny or Caliph 'Alt 
in bu Sallows eflilamir Sfurii. It would bear repetition here. 
■* Although ctaia roatenatum had eapinrtd the «nl 
or the ruling elaiaei during th« Umayynd (alio -Abbuud) 
period, the mauea bad Mill not fbnaken the moral valuta 
and lha d«ep-»eaied defererce Tor lilamlc teaching* The 
regard for moral worth and tenett or Warn w U due 
mainly 10 thoie Kholan of impeccable worth and ability 
who were held ia high eMeem by the mauei for ibeir 
moral and ipiritual eicellence. lelflcune**. pietj. laguclty 
and benelkeoce. Ouliide the governmental cirelei then 
penoni wielded tremendoui ioflnenic over the people 
which acted ai a corrective force and uvrd ibe mauei 
ir . n falliog a prey to tbe pull* or worldly temptation*. 
The prnon moat re»pected and loved dorlng the period 
wai 'All Ibn Huaain (Zaioul -Abldlo) In tbe limple. 
pure aod laintly life led by him. 'All Ibn Hmuin had 
sc. pair. Once Ho.-- Ibn -Abdul Malik, the crown 
prraoe, came to Ri aba for iav*f (eireumumbolntion) but 
owning to the bug* gathering h« could not reach the 
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Hafr-l-AimtJ. He, therefore, iat down to wail Mil ho 
could get > chance lo kin It In the meantime 'All 
ibn Huaain arrived and il - people at once cleared the 
way for him to make the t<r*aj and kit* llajr-i-Av<ad. 
Everyone prcaenl in the Ka'aba received 'An ibn Huaam 
with the utmott deference. At Ian HiiliHm. pretending 
ai if bo did not know 'All ibn Huaain. uked who be 
wai. The poet Faredaq, who happend to bo praicoi on 
the occasion ioitanUotootly composed an introductory 
ode for 'All ibn Kuuin, It il alleged that certain additions 
wore made to thi* famous ode later on, hot it » ilitl 
regarded as a maiterpicce of Arabic poetry. II opened 
with the kcrte ( 

Pebble* and path* of Mecca affirm ha virtue. 
The Hoote of God known him well m the environs do. 
Other highly reputed rrlijrnui scholars of ouutnndiun 
piety during ho Umsyysd period were Haua al-Muthanna, 
hii ton, 'Abdullah al-Muhadh, Saftm ibn Abdullah ibn 
■Umar, Qaiim ibn Muhammad ibn Abu Bakr Sa'eed iba 
Muiayib and 'Urwnh (bo Zubair. Complete detachment 
from the ruling circles of their day, immaculate jetfletvoei*. 
uniwervins truthful ness, readiness to serve and make any 
ucrifice for the cairn or religion, eruditlun an) moral worth 
bad mode eoch of these person* an ideal of Mamie piety. 
The dcrooraliaation thai had lei lo owing 10 the frliky 
conduct of the ruling elite wua undoubtedly on the increase 
but moral influence wielded by these penon* on tlx manes 
wu nnt without a salutary effect ; their pure and simple life 
was a standing reproach to the unprincipled tha- world lineal 
oriha rulcn, which made people think or reform lag their 
intemperate life."* 

Contradictor* Plcluro i>f Early Iilaoik Era 

What w*i the standard let bj the earliest lilamlc Era? 
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What <M the result ; how the character and murals of the 
people were moulded under ibe Prophet's guidance ; and were 
these men different from national fcader*. founders of kioidomi 
and persons aspiring for personal aggrandisement? What 
ill ihcit attitude 10 their kb)»; did the posterity ot the 
Prophet try to take advantage of iU kinihip to their swat 
forefather ? How did these person*, particularly thote belonging 
to the Prophet'* household, todeavouied for the propagation 
of their faith * How these men. the eampsnioos of the 
Prophet and nil bomehold. conducted themselvei toward* one 
another ? What was the conduct of those who held wide and 
absolute power over a va*t empire in thai era 11 Did they 
indulge in pleasure and how did they behave with those 
committed to their care ? What n the verdid of history in thi* 
regard? How Tar the claim about uneorruptiblhty of the 
Scripture, which forms the bedrock and buttress of thi* religion 
■ correct? Wai It really protected against all mutilation*, 
accretion* and alteration*? The answer* to these queatiooi 
portray two contradictory picture* of Islam One of it a 
that presented by the creed of Akt-i-Sunnal (Followers of" 
Tradition*! and the other i* pamtrd by the doctrine* and 
■r ..v. of Imimiyah B'hna 'A/haw (The Twelver*). Th«*e 
portrait, are not ooly diverse but also antithetical and contra- 
dictory. 

Now anyone endowed with reason, sense of justice and 
knowledge of history can easily decide which one of the two 
version* is coirect Which of the two depiction* befits a 
religion revealed as a mere) for the world and which claim* 
that its teaching are practicable io every' OF and region ? It h. 
the religion which announces that it* Prophet was the most 
racceuAit among all the meswQRer* of Qod and the era or 
it* Prophet was the most blessed period or its history. Il was 
the era. it claim*, of which entire humanity can be proud of 
for id the dark and dungy annals of the world with nothing 
but accounts of *elf-aggrandiiement, war* for personal gams, 
itruggles for power aod prestige aod taking advantage or one'* 



victorious esploiu. thim was the only period when we find 
self-abnegating and irufhM individuals, a virtuous society 
and a really dtmocraiic form of government, all working for 
Ihe common weal. Thoie were the limei which bear tcsiimony 
lo whatCnliph -Urnac b 'Abdul ' AiU had thus given expression ' 
'The Prophet (peace be upon him) MM sent as a guide of 
humanity and not ai a collettor of reveoucs." 

Bui the picture of Warn thai emerge* through ihc need 
■nd portrayal of HMB by the Shi'ties induce* every inirlh^ni 
aod cducainl map lo aik that If (he call to Wain could not 
make any lotting Impact on ihc people addressed by lit 
founder and all of hi* follower* barring four persons, became 
apellate! Just after hii death, how can iti claim to purify 
moral) and behaviour or man he accepted ? How ran It 
claim lo raiic man from Ml baser instinct* to ibe *ubliroe 
stage of huraanences? Let u* mppoee lhai > missionary of 
Islam is inviiing ihe people to accept Islam in a Weiiern or 
any other non-Muslim country A man who has gone through 
Ibe ShCMc UierMure. interrupts him lo ask ; How con you 
Invite others to Islam when iu Prophet had no more than 
four or five believers In him after labouring for lwiniv*ihree 
long years* The vasi majority recanted it* faith!' What 
answer could be given to the man railing objeclions ! 

Shi'Hr cntst at •\llimt Khomeini 

When A)atullah Roohulla Khomeini gave a call fur Mamie 
revolution aod esiahliihed the localled Islamic Republic of 
Iran by overthrowing ihe Pahlawi monarch) a few year hack, 
it was t » peeled that in order lo moke his call more appealing 
and acceptable for all ihe Muslim he would not open ihe 

door of Shi 'a- Sun pi controversy si least he would not begin 

it again if he was unable io dose the chapter. It was hoped 
that if be did noi publicly renounce those Shi'ite tenets which 
were as much a slumbllng block io the way of ItUmic unity 
as to spreading the message of filatn, for reasons of political 
aiptdieoey, he would at kail not reiterate them publicly. 
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A man of ha deep scholarship was ci peeled to kg the band 
of Islam's enemy who had cleverly ciplaued tbc injured pride 
of Iranian! by the lots of their empire to ihc Arabi (or suwiog 
seeds or dissension among ibc Muslims. Wiih ha astounding 
victory over the Emperor and a powerful fighting machine 
In back him. it would have not been difficult for him lo 
announce that the Muilim* should now open a new chapter 
o( friendship and amity for nuking 111 am strong and powerful 
as well as for reforming the Muslim society of its ill), by 
forgetting the puiofu) put. Thli was expected of him to make 
the future of Islam bright and alio for inviting others to 
accept the truth of Islam. 1 

But these hopes wttc belied. He started publishing his 
Sni'ite views through his *uili and article*. In his work entitled 
AI-Huka-nil-U'lilamiyata Vil&yaiui Faq\h he describes the Imams 
and the Imamato in a way that elevate ihem to the stage 
of divinity ; he makes ihem om as superior to every prophet 
aod angel ; be pleads that ihe universe has been subordinated 
to them in it* origin and ereaIion.» Similarly in the Kathf-bl- 
AsrOf. written by him In Persian, he not merely criticises but 
reviles and denounces and uses coarsely insulting language for 
the companions, especially for the Ural three caliph*, bt fining ihe 
most wicked and vicious corn pi re rs ■ Both these, his propagation 
of the Shi'ite creed and imprecations of companions are being 
publicised simultaneously on a wide scale through nil works for 
these ate not his private epii ties meant for his followers alone. 



1. Tin ration it UiM lilnm cannot be presented an a urine prindpla 
fit mankind l( nut of mart than a hundred tbiuund rt*nr*nk>oi 
sUlrd lo bo prewr.1 un tha lut&Uua of Ptuphal'i last p(l|tim«Bt, 
iiuly four or tnem remained wedded u iha talih after (be Pitphcfi 
daaih- If ihe Qur'an was tvtall* nuliUled and tha real tslih ni 
Lcpl teem bj Iha in inn u claimed In Uiil-Kafl, Ful tl WitM 
j-.j JCrtsV 

I. M-tMnmM al dr.. p. A 

1. '.- Afii, »». Hi., p. 119-14. 
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Followers of 'Allliua Khomeini 

The riewt of Imam Khomeini in regard lo Iraamste and 
(he Prophet's companions are do secret His worts are being 
published widely both within and oultide Iran. Hit pleadings 
for the Shi'rte faith : the danger hi* views posed to the hlam't 
fuodjmooul creed of Tsuhld. the oneness of God ; attribution 
of prophetic characteristics 10 the Imims; and more (ban 
these, the iniectivet showered by him on the Prophets'i 
companions who were held lo the highest regard and whoaa 
era was held at the ideal period of the Islamic or rather the 
world history, were e»pected to alienate at leait Ibote 
subscribing to the faith of AN-I-Sunnat. It wai hoped that 
hii activite* would undermine hit claim at the leader of aa 
Iilamic revolution and founder of a truly Islamic form of 
go mo men L Bat it « disheartening in lee that a section of 
Muslims projecting, itself as ihr standard-bearer of Iilamic 
thought and reviver of Iilamic glory hai accepted Imam 
Khomeini ai the "Promised Guide" . it hai lavithed iu affection 
and regard for him and ii not prepared to condone even a 
word uttered in hit critieiim. ThH attitude Leada to a iwo-fold 
ran elusion. 

Significance of Creed I* lalaa 

First, the criterion deviled by certain persons for approba- 
tion and disapprobation of anything is not Hint it conforms 
to (be XUob and the Sunnah, or the practice or creed of our 
honoured precursor*, hut that it Icadi to the etubUihroeni of 
a Iilamic cover omen l wresting, of power for Iilam. potiag 
a challenge to any VVeitern power or creating difficulties for 
Weitern luptemacy. This is what certain persons have come 
round to retard ai the qualification for an ideal leader 

Secondly, fundamental Islamic creed ii heme takau lightly 
by oar modern educated c|a» This it u dangerous develop- 
ment, tufficient to distuib all well-meaning bclicvert. Tht 
dividing, line between the movements launched by political 
leaders and the divine call given by the rarsvengan of Ood 
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ji nothing but the creed propagaied by the latter. The prophet* 
are never prepared to make aoy compromise at the catt of 
tbeir creed. 1 Their criterion for acceptance or rejection of 
any proposition it how far it )■ compatible with their creed. 
If ihe Muslims have been able to preiervc their religion 
uDadulterntid, in its original form despite their numerous 
weaknesses, it hni been due to their sensitiveness and ical for 
maintaining it in i» purest form. The doctors of Islam, 
those charged with tbe prutcctioa and interpretation of it* 
doctrines, have refused to be cowed down by the moil tyrant 
and powerful rulers. They have never plated iafc our kept 
mum whenever they bave round any Islamic tenet being 
miscanstiued by ihe kings and emperors, let alone accepting 
any non-conformist view for their own benefit or for the good 
of Muslim masses. The fortitude shown by Ahmad ibo 
Hanbal d. (741 856) in facing the pcrtccataws of Caliphs 
MamOn Rashfd and Mu'uiim, the two most powerful emperors 
of his time an the question of Qur an's creation' and the way 
Shaykh Ahmad Mujaddid Alf Than! (d. 1034,-1624) continued 
to struggle against tbe Emperor Akbar's claims of Islam's 
supersession by his eclectic religion of Dln-hlla/n and the 
emperor's divine right of final say in all religious matters, 
until the Mughals were foiied to change their policy*, arc 
but two examples that need be cited here. History of Islam 
otters innumerable shining examples of hi votaries acting on 
the diclutm i Be truthful In tht fact of a Ijrani ruler and 
No obedience to created heingi famlrlng dUohtditttct to l)m 
Creator. The tempter in this regard is oflen a tyrant ruler, 
occasionally the public opinion, si times fame and popularity, 
and do) infrequently success in life ; while the eiperience tells 
us that it is the latter noes which are hardest to withstand. 

The teaching) and the cteed of Islam ate really like 
a river which never changes its course nor it goes dry. 

i; See ilia author'* ftsuW-Va/ii. Lucknow, 

I. See Sanewi ,if tilamlc Sptru, op. rlf.. Vol. I. pp. a~746. 

). See Isrfowi of titanic Spun. Lucknuw. 1H1, Vol. III. 



two onnmi-mio FatvntAtn 



Political powers, occasional revolutions, rite and fall or 
government!. movements and force* came and go If the 
river ii flowing in the right direction they po« no danger. 
But if tbc creed it distorted, it meant that (he rivet has 
changed iti course or in waier hoi been contaminated. Thus, 
no mission, call or movement to make any country strong 
and powerful 01 to reform any society of its ills can ever 
be acceptable if iti creed it not aound. icanilcu. Thil is 
essential for the stability of this religion and maintaining 
the vigour of tu followers. This it why the savants and 
doctors of Islam, who have 10 safeguard (he Shan ah and the 
Sunmh, cannot avoid taking tltpi apparently unpleasant to 
certain person. 

The Secret of Kbonselnla Suettse 

The reason for the popularity of Ayatullah Khomeini 
are mote than one. Hit success agaimu the Shah and a 
peculiar type or (cvolutioo ui the Iranian society ■ failure of 
America, the greatest woild power to face hit challenge; the 
fire and pattion of Iranian youihs for sell-tocrilice ; the 
unsatisfactory itate of affairs, religious and moral shortcomings 
apparent in several Arab and Muslim countries; disaaiitf actio ■ 
of the Muslim youth in ihe Indo-Pak sub-continent owihg to 
tbe conditions obtaining in their own countries ; their readiness 
io accept whatever is pteseotcd to them in the oome of Islam, 
ore some of the factors that have won ihe same popular 
regard for Imlm Khomeini as waa once enjoyed by Kami! 
Atitura in India and GamSI Abdul Nasir in the Arab world. 
There are alto some beads of statu io a few Muslim countries 
who art admired by their people although Ihey openly deny 
validity of the /faduh and the Sunnafi. at limes they make fun 
of these, endeavour in make their countries culturally a part 
of the West and are known as sympathisers of communism. 
Imlm Khomeini, however, got ubead of al) such leaden 
because of hit religious appeal. He it held in the highiest 
regard by same who would oot listen to any argument eten 
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if ii aiuu ii u appraisal of Imfim Khomeini's actions in tha 
light of accepted creed, ihe Kiiab or the Sunndt. They limply 
cannot tolerate any advene criticism of Imam Khomeini The 
way things are shaping it extremely dangerous for the future 
of Islam aod the preservation of it* spirit . this brings to 
mind a pithy remark by Caliph "Ali who said: '(there are those) 
who run after every rattier'. 

Our Lord, make nor our hearts lo m<tn* after Thou hail 
guided us ; and girt us mercy from Thtt. Verily Thou art 
the Girtr. (3:8). 
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THIS WORK - The Two 
Contradictory Portraits — 
seeks lo present and sketch of 
the earliest ideal era of Islam, 
the period of the holy Prophet 
and his companions, in the light 
ol beliefs, religiuus traditions 
and writings of the doctor* of 
two major secti of Muslim*. 
Alil-e-Sunnat Wat Jama'ai and 
the Elhna 'Ashari secla, which 
project two contradictor)' pro- 
traits of Islam and its earliest 
adherents. It ha* been left to the 
discretion-common sense, pru- 
dence and better judgement — 
of the readers lo decide which 
of the two portrayals is upheld 
by the Quran as well as his- 
lorians, Muslims and non- 
Musllmi. The reader has him- 
sell to decide which of the two 
presentations of Islam befii the 
Prophet held to he the most suc- 
cessful Messenger of God. and 
ihc religion laying a claim to 
show the paih of godliness and 
virtue to all races and nations in 
*very time and clime. 



